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Years 


By Clara Aiken Speer 


LOWLY the days crept 
For a small lass, 
Tarrying endlessly, 
Did the years pass. 


Hours were lingering, 
Slow the clock’s ticks, 
But she was five, 
And then she was six; 


But oh! would she ever, ever be seven ? 


Swiftly the years pass 
For a frail, old 

Lady whose story * 
Will soon be told. 


Sixty but yesterday, 
Eighty today, 

She has no fear 
As the years pass away ; 


One has no need of years in Heaven. 
ve 
New Morality 


Immorality likes to be known as new 
morality. Yet all true morality is based 
on the character of God, and can no more 
change than God himself. Marriage was 
instituted not by man but by God. Moses 
permitted certain divorces “because of the 
hardness of your [men’s] hearts”; but the 
“new morality,” if we want something 
newer than Moses which at the same time 
goes back to the marriage relationship as 
God ordained it, is given in the words of 
Christ. The husband and wife “are no 
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder” (Mark 10:8, 9). ‘Yet in a recent 
session of a Church Congress of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, in Philadelphia, 


clergymen differed with Christ and urged 
freedom of divorce. Said one: “In the 
old days, when the Testaments were writ- 
ten, marriage was a necessary economic 
law because women were unable to support 
themselves. There is no divine rule which 
makes marriage indissoluble. What we 
need is a new, scientific morality adjusted 
to the needs of this modern age.” This is 
but one of the many present expressions 
of- man’s revolt against God, which is the 
exaltation of man above God. Everything 
of this sort that calls itself new is as old 
as Satan, who was the first to turn against 
God. . Sin likes to appeal to science and 
to alleged modern needs. But the Lord 
Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever.” So is his right- 
eousness, and so is sin, and we must choose 
between them — there is no middle ground. 


=< 
“ An Unusable Relic” ? 


Men are increasingly offended by the 
cross of Christ. So are professing Chris- 
tian ministers. An English minister is 
quoted as saying in the Hibbert Journal: 
“Long regarded as the pivot of the Gospel, 
the doctrine of the atonement raises today 
so many difficulties and so shocks the 
human sense of reasonableness and justice 
that it is quietly left alone by many be- 
lievers as an unusable relic.” It is hard 
to believe that one who takes the name 
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Does Prayer 


HIS year’s drought, in extent and 

intensity, has exceeded anything ex- 

perienced in more than forty years 
in America, The wheat crop has been 
decreased by more than 100,000,000 bushels. 
In the Dakotas, famishing cattle numbering 
more than 50,000 have been purchased by 
the Government. Congress, alarmed by 
the seriousness of the situation, appropri- 
ated more than half a billion dollars for 
relief needs. 

A student in the Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, felt constrained to ask for a city- 
wide broadcast of prayer for rain. To his dis- 
tress, this proved to be impossible. But God 
had larger plans. Miss Judith Waller, Edu- 
cational Director for the National Broad- 
casting Corporation in the Chicago area, 
suggested that the Blue Network be used. 
Soon arrangements were completed for the 
western section of that network, covering 
the states where drought prevailed. The 
time set was 1.55 to. 2 P. M. on Sunday, 
June 3. .A New York radio program was 


of Christ and who professes to preach the 
Gospel could say this in seriousness. But 
this minister is not alone; many others are 
saying the same thing. If it were not so, 
“then is the offence of the cross ceased” 
(Gal. 5: 11). But the offense of the cross is 
not ceased, and never will be, until the 
Lamb of God who is also the Lion of Judah 
shall have put all his enemies under his 
feet. Meantime let us thank God that His 
reasonableness and justice and longsuffer- 
ing are our salvation. “For there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved,” except 
the name of “Jesus Christ, and him cru- 
cified.” Men may call this an unusable 
relic, but God says: “I will destroy: the 
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to noth- 
ing the understanding of the prudent.” Men 
call the cross foolishness, but “it pleased. 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe . . . because the foolish-- 
ness of God is wiser than men.” The 
“unusable relic’ is “the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world.” The time 
is coming when man’s wisdom shall be 
seen to be an unusable relic, while the re- 
deemed in Heaven shall “sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of 
the Lamb.” Even after the millennium, and 
after “a new heaven and a new earth” shall 
have replaced this present earth, those who 
believe in Christ and his atonement shall 
rejoice in “the throne of God and of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 22:1). 


Bring Rain ? 


actually suspended for that period. , Since 
Dr. James M. Gray, President of the In- 
stitute, was to be absent from the city, the 
Rev. Harold L. Lundquist, Dean, was asked 
to offer the prayer. 

Announcement of this prayer broadcast 
was made that morning in the Moody Me- 
morial Church. Pastor Ironside, with that 
deep sympathy of soul with which. God’s 
grace has endowed him so generously, 
urged the thousands present to listen in 
and to share the burden of prayer for 
drought relief. 

One listened with mingled feelings of 
joy and fear. Was it not a serious thing, 
in face of a growing infidelity, to articulate 
the wishes of humanity in a bold prayer 
for divine interposition? Would God at 
this time hear us? Would he be favorable 
to our sinning land? These were ques- 
tions uppermost in one’s thoughts as one 
turned the dial of the radio to bring in 
this momentous national broadcast. 


“In the 


The Announcer was speaking: 
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‘jnterest of humanity, the facilities of this 
‘station for the next five minutes will be 
devoted to a service of prayer for’ relief 
of our drought-stricken states. The Rev. 
Harold L. Lundquist, Dean of the Moody 
Bible Institute, will offer a prayer.” 


The Dean prayed: 


“O thou infinite, eternal, and unchange- 
able God, thou in whom ‘we live, and move, 
and have our being,’ thou who art the 
Giver and Sustainer of all life, we worship 
and adore thee; we return thanks to thee 
because thou hast dealt bountifully with 
us in all the years of thy faithful and lov- 
ing remembrance of us and of our needs. 
We have received thy blessings and have 
enjoyed them, but we confess with shame 
that we have not always recognized thee 
as the Giver; we have all too often wor- 
shiped the created things ‘rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever.’ 

“We acknowledge our sin. Our trans- 
gression is ever before us. Therefore we 
cry unto thee this day as a nation, that 
thou -wilt forgive us and cleanse us. We 
rejoice in the assurance that thou art a 
merciful God, that thou art ‘nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart, and saveth such 
as are of a contrite spirit. Thou wilt 
hear us as we come to thee in true re- 
pentance and humility. 

“Having thus sought thy forgiveness, 

. we now come boldly in the name of the 
One in whom thou art always well pleased, 
thine only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. We remember before thee in ear- 
nést prayer those vast areas of this our 
native land wherein men and nature alike 
cry out unto thee for relief from the 
parching drought which has made barren 
.the fertile fields which would ordinarily 
stand in the pride of their summer beauty, 
and which has stricken the hearts of men 
with fear and discouragement. We pray 
that, if it be in accordance with thy holy 
will, thou wilt again reveal thyself as 
the One ‘who giveth rain in the earth.’ 

“Thou art the ever-faithful One. Thou 
sendest both seed-time and harvest. Thou 
givest ‘meat in due season.’ We plead 
before thee thy faithfulness. And thou 
art a loving God. Great indeed is ‘thy 
lovingkindness toward them that fear thee.’ 
We plead thy love toward those who join 


(Concluded on page 471) 
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For the information of those readers of the 
Times who may not have seen this announce- 
ment in the issue of June 23, it is here 
reprinted. The hearty and appreciative 
response already received from members of 
the Times Family is a welcome indication 
of the fine spirit of co-operation, of which 
the management has been abundantly 
assured upon many occasions. 


N NO year of its long life of three- 

quarters of a century has THe SuNpbAY 
ScHoot Times had greater reason than to- 
day to be thankful for the Lord’s sustain- 
ing care, 


The depression has created widespread 
difficulties that have increased rather than 
decreased during the four years. Every 
Christian enterprise knows this, and every 
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business organization. Yet during — the 


darkness and uncertainties and pressure. 


of these years the Lord has: made it pos-. 
sible for Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times not 
only to continue its ministry unimpaired, 
but even to put into effect improvements 
that have met with enthusiastic apprecia- 
tion from the readers. 


During all this time far-reaching eco- 
nomic changes have affected the whole 
business world, including all publishing 
activities. The National’ Recovery Act, as 
is well known, has increased the cost of 
production, and consequently has increased 
the price of products. On account of gen- 
eral business conditions .affecting severely 
the type of concerns that had made gener- 
ous use of the advertising columns of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times in earlier years, 
there has been a heavy reduction in the 
amount of advertising carried in these 
columns, and, since this is a large and im- 
portant part of the paper’s income, drastic 
reduction in expenses have not equaled the 
reductions in income. 

And now the Publisher and the Editor 
of this paper whose subscribers feel them- 
selves to be a real Family, world-wide in 
extent, and bound together in the faith 
and service of the Lord Jesus Christ, look 
confidently to that Family for a bit of co- 
operation that will safeguard the ministry 
of the Times. Surely no paper. could ask 
for a more convincing expression of the 
loyalty and love of its readers than has 
come in a continual stream of letters from 
every part of North America and the 
world; and these letters have never been 
more enthusiastic than today. The Man- 
agement is assured that this great- Family 
of readers would not wish to see any limi- 
tation put upon the production of the Times 
that would lessen its usefulness. If all 
will co-operate in the way now suggested, 
the proper relation between expense and 
income will be assured by a very slight 
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increase in the subscription rates, of about 
half-a-cent a week, or 25 cents a year. 
Even -though this increase is small in 
itself, it. will apparently do all that is 
needed in the way of offsetting the changed 
business conditions under which THe Sun- 
DAY ScHooL TIMES must now operate. The 
new subscription rate, to go into effect with 
the first issue of August, will thus be $2.25 
a year, and the club rate $1.75 a year for 
each subscription. For Canadian subscrip- 
tions add 25 cents for postage to these 
rates; for foreign subscriptioris add 50 
cents for postage. 

Keeping in mind that THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times is published every week, 
giving its subscribers 52 separate issues 
every year, it will be noted that the new 
subscription rate is low as compared with 
the rates charged for many. monthly peri- 
odicals, published only twelve times a year. 

The Publisher and the Editor thank the 
Family now in advance for their assured 
co-operation. Indeed, will you not make 
a speciai effort in these days when spiritual 
needs are greater than ever, when the 
riches of God’s Word are more than ever 
the solution of personal problems and fruit- 
ful service, and when Modernism is enter- 
ing more disastrously than ever into so 
many Sunday school lesson helps and other 
religious journals, to share -with your 
friends and fellow workers whatever bless- 
ings you have found in this paper and 
bring them into the Times Family as new 
subscribers ? 


The enemy has come in like a flood, as 
the Lord said he would. Let us all enlist 
as never- before under the Lord’s standard, 
determined not merely to hold our own but 
to engage in a great forward movement 
under the standard of the never-defeated 
Captain of our salvation. For “when the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him” (Isa. 59: 19). 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Solomon's Mathematics 


A skeptic recently declared that there 
is a mathematical error in 1 Kings 7: 23, 
where it is said that Solomon, in building 
the Temple, made a circular molten sea 
which was ten cubits in diameter and thirty 
cubits in circumference. He held that such 
a circle is impossible, because. the circum- 
ference of a circle is 3.1416 times the 
length of the diameter. Thus the circum- 
ference of Solomon’s “molten séa” should 
have been 31.4160 cubits. What is your 
explanation ? 


However, the Bible does not say that 
this molten sea was a perfect circle, but 
only that it was “round in compass.” There- 
fore it might have been an ellipse. Would 
it be mathematically possible to draw an 
ellipse that would have a diameter 6ne way 
of ten cubits and a circumference of thirty 
cubits? If so, there is no error in the 
Biblical statement—An Ohio reader. 


The skeptic has inserted a word that is 
not in the Bible, as the Ohio reader points 
out, and the charge of mathematical error 
is based on that inserted word, and falls 
when we stick to the Scripture text. The 
passage does not say that Solomon “made 
a circular molten sea.” It says he “made 
a molten sea.” Here is the verse: 


And he made a molten sea, ten cubits 
from the one brim, to the other: it was 
round all about, and his height was_ five 
cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did com- 
pass it round about. 

The words “round all about” do not re- 
quire that it should have been a circle. 
“Round” applies just as much to an ellipse 
as to a circle; the word round means “hav- 
ing a curved outline or form.” 

The cubit was a measure of length based 
on the length of the forearm. The Baby- 
lonian and the Hebrew cubits were slightly 
different. The common Hebrew cubit was 
from 17.70 to 18.22 inches. Calling the 
cubit 18 inches, or a foot and a half, we 
see that a diameter of 10 cubits would 
be 180 inches, or 15 feet. A circumfer- 
ence of 30 cubits would be 540 inches, or 
45 feet. An exact circle having a diameter 
of 10 cubits, or 15 feet, would have a cir- 
cumference of 47.1240 feet. The circum- 
ference given in the Bible passage for 
Solomon’s “molten sea,” of approximately 
45 feet, shows therefore that the shape was 
that of a slight ellipse, which is entirely in 
accordance with the inspired description 
of the “molten sea.” 
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A contemporary sketch by one who knew him well 


REGATIONAL 1%" 1 
Saturday Afternoons with Charles H. Spurgeon: ns 
By William Wright, D.D. 
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H. Spurgeon met me at the parting 

of life’s ways, and sent me on the path 
which I have since been trying to travel. 
From that time forward, he and I became 
fast friends, but during the past ten years 
I had a standing invitation to spend my 
Saturday afternoons with him. I used my 
privilege sparingly, but sufficiently to have 
seen my many-sided friend from many 
points of view. A few side lights from 
the outer and inner circles may prove, not 
only. interesting, but useful. 

I first met Mr, Spurgeon at Belfast. I 
was then preparing for college, with a 
hankering after the Indian civil service. 
Mr. Spurgeon preached in Dr. Cook’s 
church. He singled me out, and spoke to 
me as if no one else was present. There 
was no thrumming of theology, and no 
sanctimonious posing, but a clear, direct, 
hot, living, personal appeal, that dare not 
be resisted. As soon as the benediction 
was pronounced, Mr. Spurgeon descended 
from the pulpit, and, seeing me looking at 
him, he held out his hand to me. when he 
was about two-thirds down the stairs. I 
stepped forward and seized it. “How did 
you like my sermon?” were his first words. 
The human, manly, straightforward, gen- 
uine ring of the question clinched the 
effect already produced on a youth in 
search of what was genuine. Many started 
anew on life’s journey that night, and few 
of Spurgeon’s people ever turned back. 


His Knowledge of Literature 


Fifteen years later, I went to the Tab- 
ernacle on my way home from Damascus. 
The same straightforward Englishman was 
preaching the same straightforward Gospel 
in all its fullness and freeness, and without 
any apology for its severity. J walked 
into the vestry without introduction, He 
had not seen me for ten years, but he 
recognized me in the crowd without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation. He ran over the books 
on the Holy Land, stating the merits of 
each, and ended by saying, “I suppose 
Thomson’s ‘The Land and the Book’ is 
still the best on the manners and customs.” 
He had the literature of Palestine at his 
finger ends, 

When I came to be Mr. Spurgeon’s near 
neighbor, I found that he was acquainted 
with all literature. His power of reading 
was, perhaps, never equaled. He would 
sit down to five or six large books, and 
master them at one sitting. He sat with 
his left hand on the left side of the book, 
and, pushing his right hand up the page 
on the right side of the book until the 
page became projected, he turned it over, 
and proceeded to the next page. He took 
in the contents almost at a glance, and 
his memory never failed him as to what 
he read. He made a point of reading half 
a dozen of the hardest books weekly, as 
he said he wished to rub his mind against 
the strongest; and there was no skipping. I 
often tested the thoroughness of his reading. 


S: thirty-five years ago, Charles 


A Denver pastor, who has been much 
interested in. Dr. am Scroggie’s 
series of articles on Spurgeon just con- 
cluded in the Times last week, kindly 
sent the Editors a clipping of the fol- 
lowing article. It was published in The 
Sunday School Times for February 20, 
1892, just three weeks after Spur- 
geon’s death. With its many vivid 
pictures of the great preacher's per- 
sonal life, it is a welcome addition to 
Dr. Scroggie’s remarkable series. 








“Natural Law in the Spiritual World” 
reached him and me about the same time. 
I called on him fresh from a study of the 


- book. He had just read it, with four or 


five other works, on that day. At tea we 
began to discuss the work. <A third party 
disputed his recollection of certain points, 
whereupon Spurgeon quoted a page, to 
show that the natural and spiritual laws 
were declared to be “identical,” and. an- 
other important page to show how the book 
erred by defect. I looked over the page 
again, on my return home, and I believe 
he scarcely missed a word in his repetition. 
His power of reading was one of the great- 
est of his many talents. 

In the vastness of his knowledge Mr. 
Spurgeon had no equal except Mr. Glad- 
stone, who had all the world’s literature 
open to him. Mr. Spurgeon was limited 
to the wide field of English. With Mr. 
Gladstone more than with Mr. Spurgeon 
I have always felt the depths of my own 
ignorance, In discussing subjects which 
were specially my own with Mr. Gladstone, 
I have always felt that he knew my sub- 
ject better than I did. I once told him of 
Spurgeon’s power of rapid and thorough 
reading, believing that he possessed the 
same gift; but he assured me he read 
slowly, but that he used up all the odds and 
ends of time at his disposal to keep abreast 
of the age. 

These two men greatly esteemed and 
honored each other. This is known from 
their last correspondence, but I knew it 
as a fact from each. 

I was at first surprised to find Mr. 
Spurgeon consulting both the Hebrew and 
Greek texts. “They say,” said he, “that 
I am ignorant and unlearned. Well, let 
them say, and in everything, by my igno- 
rance and by my learning, let God be 
glorified.” 


When Accused of Vulgarity 


His exegesis was never wrong. He 
spared no pains to be sure of the exact 
meaning of his subject. He.was going 
to preach on the olive tree, and he sent 
his secretary to the keeper of the natural 
history department of the British Museum 
with a series of questions as to the peculi- 
arities of the tree. 

The keeper was so much interested in 
the inquiry that he wrote out several pages 
for Mr. Spurgeon; but when the sermon 
came to be preached, the information had 


been passed through the crucible of Mr. 
Spurgeon’s mind, and came forth in one 
fine Bunyanesque sentence. 

Mr. Spurgeon held that the lies that 
were told about his vulgarity were over- 
ruled to the furtherance of the Gospel. 
People read in some of the Londgr revilers 
how he slid down the pulpit rail to illus- 
trate the descent of the wicked into hell, 
and they went to see the dissenting mounte- 
bank, and very often they remained to pray 
and work; for Spurgeon’s converts bowed 
to the yoke. 

I once asked him if he had really coined 
the phrase “resist the Devil, and he will 
flee from you; resist a deacon, and he will 
fly at you.” 

“No,” said he, “I never had the wit to 
invent it, nor the experience to justify 
my repeating it. Besides,” he added, “the 
saying, like most of the vulgarities fathered 
on me, is older than my grandfather.” 


One Great Concern 


Mr. Spurgeon was sometimes subject to 
great depression, but nothing weighed him 
down so heavily as the thought that his 
orphans might be left destitute. On his 
return once from Mentone, he met his 
deacons to see how it fared with the or- 
phanage, . 

“You must work another miracle, gov- 
ernor,” said one of the deacons; “for we 
have now only a balance of £50.” 

“Let us ask God for the money that we 
want,” replied Mr. Spurgeon. 

They knelt round the table, and prayed. 

“Now,” said Mr. Spurgeon, when they 
had again resumed their seats, “let us see 
what we can do ourselves.” He drew a 
piece of paper to him, and wrote down £50 
on it, and passed the paper to his nearest 
neighbor. When it had gone round the 
table it contained promises for £500. . 

“I went home that night,” said-Mr. Spur- 
geon, “as if my heart would break.” As 
he was crossing the hall wearily to his 
study, he heard an altercation going on at 
the door. : 

He heard his man saying, “No one can 
see the master tonight,” and then he heard 
a gentleman’s voice remonstrating warmly. 

“What is the matter there?” said Mr. 
Spurgeon. 

“Oh, Mr. Spurgeon!” replied the gen- 
tleman at the door, “I have come a long 
way to see you. I promised, when in India, 
to give seven hundred pounds to your or- 
phanage, and I have brought the money.” 
The next morning, the first letter opened 
by Mr. Spurgeon contained a like amount, 
“and,” he said, when telling the story, “I 
was once more in the third heaven.” 

Mr. Spurgeon was a great preacher, a 
great administrator, great in his orphanage, 
great in his college, but he was nowhere 
so great_as in-his own house on a Saturday 
afternoon with a single friend. 

Westwood is one of the most charming 
places in a charming neighborhood. How 


(Concluded on page 471) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 








By Ernest Gordon 

















of March in the first year of the 

Fascist régime Signor Mussolini went 
to the remnant of the altar on which the 
body of Czsar was burned, an altar which 
still stands in the Forum, and placed 
thereon a wreath of laurel. The fifteenth 
of March in the present year was honored 
in similar way, the governor of present- 
day Rome placing a crown at the base of 
the statue of Cesar which was raised last 
year on the Via del Impero. The inscrip- 
tion read, “Rome to the founder of the 
Empire.” A _ procession of soldiers and 
school children filed past the statue. 

The editor of the great daily, La Tribuna, 
placed a crown of laurel on a bust of Cesar 
at the press club, the large attendance of 
journalists and others standing at salute. 

At Rimini, the point where Cesar 
crossed the Rubicon, the minister of jus- 
tice, M. De Francisi, spoke of the great- 
ness of the Cesarian era. 

In Rome at the Augusteo the president 
of the senate, M. Federzoni, addressed a 
great assembly of senators, deputies, high 
officials, and citizens in a lyrical tribute 
to the founder of the Empire. 

“Italy, Fascist Italy, sees in the name 
of Cesar the greatest symbol of national 
glory and of faith in the future of Rome.” 

The press echoes this theme. “Italy is 
resuming its great, though interrupted, 
work.” It compares the two Roman dic- 
tators, who, separated. by two thousand 


Ta Cult of Czsar.—On the Ides 


years, have succeeded by nearly the same 


means in restoring the fate and mission 
of Italy. 

All of which is interesting to Christians 
who remember that our Lord was born in 
the days of Julius Cesar’s nephew, Augus- 
tus Cesar, and was crucified in the reign 
of Tiberius Czsar. 


Recent News from the Montreal Prot- 
estant Movement.—Forty families which 
had united with Mr. Rahard’s church 
have been struck off the city relief lists. 
The fathers were unemployed. ... A police- 
man sent by the city to keep order at Mr. 
Rahard’s meetings was converted and went 
back to the station house to evangelize 
his mates. No one has been sent to take 
his place... . Mr. Martin, church warden, 
insists that a hall holding 15,000 would be 
filled if it could be obtained. Mr. Rahard 
has files inches thick of abjurations from 
Rome. 

The Rev. L. F. Courier, another Trappist 
monk, lately appeared in the pulpit of the 
Church of the Redeemer, to announce his 
secession from Rome and the reasons 
therefor. He asserted that three-fourths 
of the French Canadian clergy of his ac- 
quaintance were unsettled in their beliefs 
and remained in the Roman Church only 
from fear of economic destitution. Mr. 
Courier is to act as co-pastor to Mr. Ra- 
hard. . . . Mention is made of a family of 
twenty-six, — father, mother, sons with 
families of their own, etc., intensely in- 


terested in Mr. Courier’s statement. A 
note was handed from one to another, and 
it appeared that on it was written, “Fini 
avec lEglise Romaine” (“Finished with the 
Church of Rome’). There were nods of 
approval as it passed along the line. 


The Drive for Idolatry in Missions.— 
Warren H. Stuart has written a thesis 
for a degree at Yale which The Christian 
Century thinks illustrative of “the changed 
sort of missions the laymen’s commission 
favors.” It condemns the hostility to image- 
worship “derived from the iconoclastic 
prophets of Hebrew tradition.” It advo- 
cates taking Christian students to heathen 
temples where Buddha is worshiped, — 
“temple precincts where incense, beauty, 
and stillness conspire for religious impres- 
sion.” It would re-christen Chinese shrines 
with such traditionally Christian names as 
Galilee and Czsarea Philippi. Even the 
Chinese Kitchen God may be retained as 
symbolic of Christian belief in God’s pres- 
ence in the family circle. It would incor- 
porate elements from Confucianism, Bud- 





Penetrating Tibet 





Mention is made in China’s 
Millions of a Chinese evangelist, 
Mr. Tuan, who is on his way to 
Tibet to preach the Gospel, de- 
pending on God’s care as he walks 
the long distance from Shanghai. 
Miss Benson of Kanku writes that 
she has never seen a man so utterly 
in the hands of God and so great- 
ly used by him. He is burdened 
about the Church and feels he has 
been sent to awaken it so that it 
may become ready for the Lord’s 
return. He carries only a small 
bundle with his Bible and accepts 
no money but only the food and 
lodging proffered him. 











dhism, and Taoism into the instruction of 
Christian youth. 

Another outbreak of this characteris- 
tically eighteenth century enthusiasm _ for 
heathenism is the report of a ministers’ 
committee in the neighborhood of Ithaca, 
N. Y. This report deals with private de- 
votions, and we are recommended to draw 
on “the great religions and ethical systems 
of the world, — Buddhist, Confucian, Bra- 
min, Shintoist, and Mohammedan.” Also 
on Plato’s Dialogues and the Morals of 


Seneca. “Some people are greatly helped 
by ... the use of a shrine with candles and 
images.” 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is.in the 
earth beneath .. .” It would seem to be 


time to revive the old custom of having the 
Ten Commandments set up in the front 
of our churches. 

Sir Montague Beauchamp says Chinese 
Buddhist priests explain to him that of 
course they do not believe in idols, but that 
they must believe. “Our real belief is in 
the temple of the five entrails.” 


Modernism in the Encyclopedia Bri- 
tannica.—Attention is called in The Bible 
League Quarterly to a distinct turn to the 
left in the theology of The Encyclopedia 
Britannica. The first edition, that of 1771, 
speaks of Jesus Christ as “the Son of God 
and Saviour of mankind, who descended 
from Heaven and took upon him the hu- 
man nature in Judea.” This statement 
comes from a time when Modernism under 
the name of Deism was even more power- 
ful in England than it is today. This early 
writer adds: “The systematic part of the 
Christian religion has three principals from 
which all other dogmas are derived: 

1. The existence of God in three persons. 


2. The necessity of a Mediator or Re- 
deemer. ‘ 


3. The real appearance of the Redeemer 
or Messiah on earth.” 

In edition after edition the same posi- 
tion was taken even to a date as late as 
1926 when the thirteenth edition was pub- 
lished. With the fourteenth edition, how- 
ever, a‘change occurred. The author of 
the article “Jesus Christ” is Dr. C. Ander- 
son Scott, Professor of New Testament in 
Westminster College, Cambridge, England, 
a Presbyterian institution. He goes so 
far as to say: “There is nothing in these 
three Gospels (the Synoptics) to suggest 
that their writers thought of Jesus as other 
than -human.” And again, 

“Jesus never refers to himself as the Son 
of God, and the title, when bestowed upon 
him by others, probably involves no more 
than the acknowledgment that he was the 
Messiah.” ; 

Of the miracles of Christ Dr. Scott says: 
“There can be no doubt that the Evan- 
gelists believed that those things happened 
as they describe them. . . . But there is 
equally no doubt that many of them would 
be differently described and differently ac- 
counted for by modern observers, who are as 
eager to find out secondary causes as earlier 
observers were ready to do justice to the 
primary one.” 

It is a pity that the great Encyclopedia, 
which for 160 years has gone through the 
successive waves of unbelief, should in our 
own day, when the destructive criticism is 
cracking at so many points, at last succumb 
to the old opinions. 


The Prayer of Faith.—In The Inter- 
national Review of Missions, April, 1934, 
appears this report from Ma Nyein Tha, a 
Burmese evangelist, evangelizing in the 
Southern Shan States. “A young man, Ai 
Yi, became very ill. Sacrifices of three 
pigs were made for him without result. 
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He grew stiff, and his face discolored. They 
put a blanket over him, feeling sure that 
he was dead, and began mourning for him. 
The mother hurried to the preacher crying, 
‘Did you not tell us that God was all- 
powerful? If you will come and put life 
into my child again I shall accept your 
Saviour’ The preacher, a man of strong 
faith and prayer, came with his companion 
to see the boy. He first ordered the 
mother to destroy all agencies connected 
with spirit worship. This was done. 

“Then he put his Bible on the boy’s head 
and prayed that God would restore his 
life. As soon as he had said ‘Amen’ the 
boy got up and put his arm around the 
preacher’s neck. He sang a _ Christian 
hymn, asked for rice and fof water, and 
became well so quickly that he did not 
need to go back to bed.” 


Stoned by South American Indians.— 
Mr. William M. Strong, working among 
the troops of Chile and. Ecuador, is now 
interested in the Mapuche Indians. Re- 
cently a Mapuche chief asked for instruc- 
tion, and offered a lodging place for the 
workers, So Miss Ziballa and Miss De 
Pinto, graduates of the Temuco Bible In- 
stitute, have offered themselves to fill this 
need in the heart of the forest district, be- 
tween the two great lakes, Villarrica and 
Calafquen. Mr. Strong is also in touch 
with the veteran Dr. Sadlier, who has long 
evangelized among the Araucanian Indians 
and who is so beloved by them as to bear 
from them the title of Cacique General, or 
Chief of the Tribes. Dr. Sadlier has turned 
over to Mr. Strong Scripture translations 
in the Mapuche tongue. 

On a nine-day journey to reach a distant 
Ecuadorean regiment Mr. Strong was all 
but waylaid by a group of Cholos and In- 
dians, evidently inspired by the priest, who 
were preparing to attack him with stones 
and slings. Fortunately, however, being 
informed in time he escaped by a detour. 
Mr. Prentice of the Missionary Alliance 
was not so fortunate. In the month of 
June, 1933, he was stoned and left for dead 
by a group of this type. On-coming back 
to consciousness he was soon, like Paul at 
Lystra, preaching the Word agajn. Mr. 
Strong had not only good meetings with 
the regiment, but open-air meetings in the 
plaza of Loja, borrowing the blackboard 
in the governor’s office for a chalk-talk 
to the crowd. 


The Sea of Galilee Endangered.—Great 
electric works are in process of construc- 
tion at a point on the Jordan some miles 
south of its exit from the Sea of Galilee. 
Ten years ago this project threatened to 
raise the level of the lake about fifteen 
feet. This would have inundated the chief 
New Testament sites, the whole cradle of 
Christianity. It is understood that Roman 
Catholic influence induced an abandonment 
of the scheme. 

Latterly the plan has been revived in 
the more objectionable form of an alternate 
flooding and lowering of the lake waters. 
This promises not only to offend the sen- 
sibilities of the Christian world, but to 
work hardship on both fishermen and farm- 
ers settled on the edges of the lake; also 
to lead to interminable’ damage suits. Dr. 
Christie of Mount Carmel calls, in The 
British Weekly, for an international pro- 
test against this vandalism. “The Sea of 
Galilee means little to the Old Testament 
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or to the Jews generally, but it is, next to 
the unknown site of Calvary, all in all 
to the Christian conscience.” It should be 
set apart as a national park. The whole 
Chtistian world has a right to demand that 
the Sea of Galilee shall not be desecrated. 

It is said that the hydro-electric plants, 
now being installed, can deliver five mil- 
lion tons of water per day for irrigation 
and drinking purposes. It is to be hoped 
that this does not necessarily imply the 
devastation of the beautiful and sacred lake. 


Rome’s Shadow over America.—Tests 
are being made of American sentiment re- 
garding the proposal to enter into perma- 
nent diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 
This is much desired by Roman Catholics. 
In England they have gone a step further. 
Mr. Foot, M.P., lately questioned the First 
Lord of the Admiralty as to whether “there 
was any precedent for the recent amend- 
ment of the Admiralty instructions direct- 
ing that salutes shall be fired from His 
Majesty’s ships, forts, and batteries in 
honor of the Pope and his nuncios, inter- 
nuncios, and legates met with at sea or 





A Witness from a 
Novel Quarter 








The Rev. Joseph Fleming, a 
priest of the Roman Church, speak- 
ing in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New 
York, told his 4,000 hearers (when 
preaching on the Second Coming of 
Christ) that the world was fast mov- 
ing to its final conflict. ‘* Whether 
we know it or not the Bible lines 
are forming for Armageddon. The 
most disheartening reflection at the 
moment is the world’s indifference 
to this tremendous fact. The rot- 
ting kingdom of the world is fast 
being divided into two camps,— 
extreme Communism, anti-human 
and anti-God, and the Church of 
Christ.” 











arriving at, or quitting, any place in His 
Majesty’s dominions.” 

Mr. Foot further put a searching ques- 
tion as to whether the law officers of the 
Crown were consulted concerning the con- 
sistency of these amendments with existing 
British law. 

The First Lord of the Admiralty an- 
swered that such consultation was not 
deemed necessary. 

So lightly has the British government 
turned its back on the great historical tra- 
dition of the English nation. 


The Revolt Against the New Unitarian- 
ism.—The Y. W. C. A. of Great Britain 
has lost not only its Irish organization and 
the majority of its English branches, now 
working under the title of “The Christian 
Alliance for Women and Girls,” but also 
the Y. W. C. A. of Scotland. This be- 
cause of ‘alleged ‘disloyalty to Scripture 
standards.’ Every effort was made to aveid 
open disruption, but in -1924 a vote of: 53 
to 5 in the Scottish council, followed by 
a ratification vote of 9,000 to 500, led to 
a re-establishment of the Scotch Y. W.: 


* 469 
C. A. “Years of difficulty followed, but 
God has graciously blessed us. Stripped 
of all invested funds and of many of our 
buildings, we still have no debt and in 
many instances new and more suitable 
buildings. There are now 170 branches 
throughout Scotland with a membership 
close to 10,000. In addition we have numer- 
ous hostels and fifteen holiday residences, 
to which latter a warm welcome is extended 
to visitors from overseas.” 

The Scotch Y. W. C. A. makes a solemn 
statement of its acceptance of the abso- 
lute authority of Holy Scripture as the 
unerring revelation of God, the final court 
of appeal in all matters of doctrine and 
practice. It works for the convérsion of 
souls, the protection and encouragement of 
girls, and has neither part nor lot in the 
vulgarities which have come into so many 
Y organizations elsewhere, —cards, ciga- 
rettes, raising money by dances, and lot- 
teries, and the rest. 

“Year by year the membership increases 
and new openings are being entered. We 
realize increasingly our need of prayer. 
Again and again we have come near the 
end of our financial resources only to find 
that just then God has stepped in with the 
necessary protection.” 


The Pentateuch is full of Egypticisms 
in language and reference. Hence its writ- 
ing is to be assigned to when and where 
it claims to be written, — by one personally 
familiar with Egypt, the leader of the 
Exodus from Egypt. That is a fair con- 
clusion from Professor Yahuda’s evidence, 
two striking instances of which are given 
by Professor Aalders in The Evangelical 
Quarterly, 

Genesis 41:40 reads, “According unto 

thy word shall.all my people be ruled.” . 
This is not what the Hebrew says, but “as 
to thy mouth all my people shall kiss.” 
An Egyptian idiom explains the strange 
expression. “To eat” is in the Egyptian 
phrase “to kiss food.” Hence the mean- 
ing of Pharaoh becomes clear. “According 
to the command of thy mouth shall all. 
my people eat.” 
_ Again in Exodus 1:19 the midwives 
said of the Hebrew women that they were 
“lively.” The word really means, in its 
Egyptian equivalent, ‘‘she-goats,” a peculi- 
arity of which animals is the quickness of 
delivery. “The Hebrew women are she- 
goats.” “The phrase is used somewhat dis- 
dainfully, in order not to arouse the sus- 
picion of Pharaoh and at the same time 
to give a plausible reason for not obeying 
his cruel command.” 


Luke, the Historian.—Sir William Ram- 
say, we thought, had settled the historical 
reliability of the Book of Acts for good 
and all time. A professor in the Crozer 
Baptist Theological Seminary, in a review 
in the Journal of Biblical Literature, dis- 
sents (Dec., 1933). He says: “My own 
impression is an increased doubt as to the 
accuracy of the Book of Acts as history. 
More and more I am inclined to feel that 
he (Luke, to whom we may refer as author 
out of convenience if not out of conviction) 
did not scruple to revamp, alter, suppress, 
or re-write totally his sources if the ex- 
igencies of the case demanded.” Thus, for 
example, “he deliberately rewrote his source 
to make his portrayal of the multiplicity 
of tongues (Acts 2) reflect Genesis 11.” 

So, according to this professor, Luke 
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The Religious Survey 








the beloved physician becomes Luke the 
forger ! 


A burial place for Hebrew Christians 
has been obtained by the American Board 
of Missions to the Jews (Brooklyn) in 
the Mount Olivet Cemetery. It takes its 
name of Machpelah from the burying place 
which Abraham bought from Ephron the 
Hittite. 

There are hundreds of lodges among the 
Jews that have been formed to provide 
burial places for members. Now when a 
Jew accepts Christ he is cut off from these 
lodges and loses the deposits he has made 
up to the time. This is but one of the 
hardships that besiege the son of Abra- 
ham who takes the name of Christ. So this 
group of Hebrew Christians has now been 
provided with a peaceful last resting place 
in hope of the blessed resurrection. 

Miss Biber, writing in The Chosen Peo- 
ple, speaks of a recent funeral in Mach- 
pelah attended by both believers and unbe- 
lievers. No weeping, no wailing, no tearing 
of the hair, but a reading of 1 Thessalonians 
4. One woman remarked on the conduct 
of the bereaved wife as compared with her 
own attitude when she lost her husband. 
“Why,” she said excitedly, “she didn’t even 
scream; do you know they. could hardly 
hold me. I wanted to fall into my hus- 
‘band’s grave and be buried with him. Here 

‘everything was so quiet, so peaceful.” 

“Ye sorrow not, even as others which 

have no hope.” 


Native Missionaries in Africa.—Chris- 
tian blacks in. Nyassaland have organized 
a foreign missionary society which they 
call “preaching Messengers in Other 
Lands.” The secretary is a native pastor, 
and the chosen field of work is Portuguese 
East Africa. Itinerating bands of native 
evangelists have during the past two years 
given extended witness and faced much 
danger and privation. They speak of the 
great heart-hunger of the people. Prayer 
houses have already been set up in fifteen 


villages, chiefly by converts who had ac-- 


cepted the Gospel while working in Nyassa- 
land. The National Bible Society of Scot- 
land has printed the New Testament in 
the Lomwe language, the prevailing tongue 
of Portuguese East Africa. 


On Devil’s Island.—French Salvation 
Army workers have started a mission 
among the criminals and ex-prisoners of 
French Guiana, in the Devil’s Island con- 
vict camp, famous in the Dreyfus days. 
A letter in Le Christianisme from Adju- 
tant Péan, now stationed at Cayenne, re- 
peats conversation overheard in a prison 


camp. <A converted prisoner was asked, 
“You say you are happy. How do you 
feel?” 


“I cannot explain it, but it is as when, 
after you have wronged some one, you 
beg his pardon. It makes you feel good.” 

Another remarks: “Those people when 
they speak to us destroy our past and pre- 
pare a future for us. That is much!” 

Another voice: “Notice the lieutenant. 
He never loses his temper.” 

“They have not waited until we have 


gotten up, but have come down to our 
level to live with us and help us,” said 
a fourth, 

“And they have homes and families, And 
they show no fear in coming to live with 
us here. They might have sent money, 
but they have come themselves.” 


“World-Wide Witness to the Bible’”’ 
was the subject of a conference held in 
London, May 4-7. At the Seventh National 
Bible Day in Crystal Palace five thousand 


people were in attendance to give witness 


to the matured conviction of Christians in 
all churches and of all nationalities that 
the solution of the world’s problems is to 
be found only in the Bible. The resolutions 
adopted urged the organization of a world- 
wide testimony to the fact that the Bible 
is God’s authentic message to man. It is 
proposed that this be done by simultaneous 
meetings, by processions, by appropriate 
advertising in the press of statements from 
the clergy, missionaries, and lay Bible-be- 
lievers and Bible-lovers. The conference 
also approved the proposal to publish taste- 
ful, low-priced booklets containing clear, 
positive articles on “the Bible, its doctrines, 
its difficulties, its delights, and its dynamic.” 
It called on Christians everywhere to en- 
list in the movement and to pledge them- 
selves to this service. 

Among the speakers at this great dem- 
onstration were Sir Frederic Kenyon, Di- 
rector and Principal Librarian of the Brit- 
ish Museum; Sir Charles Marston, whose 
interest in Biblical archeology is well 
known; Dr. William Evans, the Los An- 
geles Bible teacher; Mr. Chilvers, pastor 
of the Spurgeon Tabernacle; and Dr. 
Dinsdale T. Young. It is felt that, in view 
of the concerted atheist and anti-God move- 
ment, the time is approaching for a con- 
certed counter-demonstration by believers, 
to arouse the nations and the great masses 
of the peoples of all lands to an understand- 
ing of what the Bible is and what it can do. 


News of revival comes from the Lieben- 
zeller Mission in Changsha, Hunan, “Al- 
most every Chinese can be talked to about 
the one thing needful. Men who are them- 
selves heathen invite the missionary into 
their homes to hold meetings. Mr. Wiesinger 
of Sinning reports that the Lord has kin- 
dled a fire there, almost entirely without 
any human agency, which burns and spreads 
more and more. Among the converted 
there are two former exorcists whom the 
Lord uses to spread the fire. In many a 
heart and family the Lord has created a 
new thing which even the heathen wonder 
at in astonishment,—the Lord has made 
new men of erstwhile bondslaves of sin.” 


Brief Notes.—The Superior Church 
Council of Saxony is reported to have de- 
cided upon the abolition of Christian mis- 
sions to the Jews. Collections made for 
this purpose are henceforth to be applied 
to missions to Moslems. This is perhaps 
the last word of hatred and contempt, . . . 
An eight story Bible House has been 
erected in Tokyo near the Ginza, in the 
center of the shopping district of the Jap- 
anese metropolis. .. . General Chang Chi 
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Kiang, with three other Chinese notables, 
has organized the Eastern China Bible So- 
ciety. . . . The Shanghai Women’s Com- 
mercial and Savings Bank, Ltd., on Nan- 
king Road, Shanghai, is run by women and 
for women. The Christian Advocate gives 
particulars. The founder and manager is 
Miss Nyien, a Chinese woman converted 
as a girl in a Christian mission school. 
When the bank was opened it was. dedi- 
cated to God with prayer. “The women 
who manage this corporation are Chris- 
tians,” said Miss Nyien. The bank is suc- 
cessful and has proved a great blessing to 
unprotected women whose savings had been 
endangered by thieves and pawnbrokers. 
. .. The Anglican parish church of St. 
Mary,. Stafford, has provided and equip- 
ped sixteen missionary boats in. various 
parts of the world. The first was sent to 
British Honduras in 1923, the others are 
at work in British Guiana, Canada, Nyassa- 
land, Borneo (two boats), Burma (two), 
Newfoundland (three), Bahamas (two), 
Nigeria, British Columbia, and the Wind- 
ward Islands: . . . English Methodism re- 
ports evangelical stirrings in Italy. An 
Italian minister near Naples says that a 
convert of ten years’ standing has recently 
been used of God in a surprising revival. 
This young man and his devoted wife have 
been the center of a wonderful work. The 
minister sat in their house and for six 
hours conversed with a stream of people 
eager to know more about the Gospel. He 
reports that over four hundred people have 
been evangelized. In another township in 
central Italy a memorial pleading for a 
minister has been signed by fifty heads of 
families. And this is not the only one. 
. . . Nazi humor. Pastor Petersen of 
Lichterfelde has been suspended from his 
pastorate for praying for “our misguided 
national bishop.” . . . Four women of the 
Africa Inland Mission recently flew by 
Imperial Airways from Cairo to Juba on 
the Nile in two and a half days. A journey 
by car of five hours brought them to their 
Congo headquarters at Aba. The rail and 
water journey takes three weeks and is 
more expensive. ... At the fifteenth Inter- 
varsity Conference of Evangclical Unions, 
High Leigh, England, in April, 108 uni- 
versity men and women signed the declara- 
tion of their intention to serve their 
“Saviour Lord and God, Jesus Christ,” on 
the mission field. Delegates were present 
from universities in France, Holland, Ger- 
many, Norway, Hungary, Denmark, and 
Japan. Robert P. Wilder, well-remem- 
bered for his leadership in the Student 
Volunteer Movement of the old days, was 
present. ‘What the conference owes to 
him it is impossible to say.” ... The Bap- 
tists report 356 preaching places in Cuba, 
Haiti, and Puerto Rico, with 9,285 mem- 
bers. .. . According to The Chinese Re- 
corder a small company of professional 
men and women have arranged for a Chris- 
tian radio station at Shanghai from which, 
for eight hours every day, a Christian pro- 
gram mostly in Chinese is being broadcast. 
. .. Conversions to Protestantism are mul- 
tiplying to such an extent in Austria that 
the government proposes to insist on con- 
verts announcing their decisions to the po- 
litical authorities and taking an intermis- 
sion of three months for reflection. . . . 
The Moody Memorial Church supports 
seventy-three foreign missionaries. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Saturday Afternoons with 
Charles H. Spurgeon 


(Concluded from page 467) 


Mr. Spurgeon came to possess it is one 
of the romances of his life, but it is too long 
for this article. The grounds belonging 
to the house, some thirteen acres, are ex- 
ceedingly picturesque. There are some 
twenty or thirty acres attached to the place 
besides. -On Saturday afternoons I gen- 
erally found Mr. Spurgeon down among 
the cattle, or in his extensive conservatories, 
He possessed cows and horses and pigs 
and dogs and sheep, and turkeys and fowls 
of all descriptions, and ducks of every 
kind, and geese, and pigeons of every 
variety. And he took an interest in them 
all, just as he did in each of his orphans. 
He talked to them, and they stood and lis- 
tened to him, and knew him, and, I believe, 
loved him as his orphans did. 

We returned to the house through the 
conservatories. These were filled with all 


kinds of exotic plants and flowers, and Mr. - 


Spurgeon would draw attention to the pecu- 
liarities of each, pointing out beautiful con- 
trasts with human life, and analogies with 
the life to come. His fancies were as 
charming as the exotics themselves. His 
sallies in the garden were sometimes inimi- 
table, “Are you ever troubled by these 
sinless people?” he said to me one day. 
“We have a nest of them here, and the 
craze had got in among the gardeners. I 
called up my three gardeners on Saturday 
week, and said to them, ‘I have been ob- 
serving you for some time. You come late 
and you go early, and, in the interval, you 
spoil my shrubs. I don’t want your sery- 
ices any more. I will have my garden 
attended to by sinners for the future.’” 
And he added quietly, “I have now three 
sinners, and they are doing my garden 
beautifully.” 

From the conservatory we proceeded to 
tea with Mrs. Spurgeon, where the conver- 
sation sparkled like champagne. She, too, 
was carrying on a great work in supplying 
good books to ministers of all denomina- 
tions, ® 

After tea, we filed into the study for 
prayers. There were generally, beside Mr. 
and Mrs. Spurgeon and the guests, five 
or six servants. Mr. Spurgeon would 
read a chapter, with a running commentary 
of striking originality, and then pray with 
great earnestness and power. 

After prayers, the servants and the 
guests from a distance departed, and then 
Mr. Spurgeon was at his best. His fun, 
his stories, his criticisms, his adventures, 
his projects, made the time pass rapidly. 
He talked of poetry, philosophy, theology, 
politics, social schemes, war, peace,— every- 
thing of human interest shone in the light 
of his genius. 

When at last I rose to go, about nine 
o’clock, he used to grow sad and heavy; 
and he would say, “I must now get some 
crumbs for my chickens.” Seldom, when 
I left him on Saturday night, did he know 
either of his texts for Sunday. But he 
had.a well stored. mind, and, when he saw 
his lines of thought, a few catchwords on 
a sheet of note paper sufficed. On parting, 
he offered a short prayer which was an 
inspiration to both. 

Mr. Spurgeon had a marvelous combina- 
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tion of qualities which contributed to his 
greatness, 

A voice that you heard with pleasure, 
and could not help hearing. 

A mind that absorbed all knowledge, 
whether from books or nature, that came 
within its range. 

An eye that took in a wide angle, and 
saw everything within view. 

A memory that he treated with confi- 
dence, and that never disappointed him. 

A great, large heart, on fire with the 
love of God and the love of souls. 

A practical common sense in doing things 
either sacred or secular. He would have 
been prime minister, had he not been the 
pastor of the Tabernacle. 

A singleness of aim, and a transparent 
honesty that made him trusted by every- 
body. 

A lovableness that made you love him, 
if you came within its spell. 

“You seem very proud of Mr. Spurgeon,” 
I said, one day, to a deacon at the Taber- 
nacle, 

“We would all die for Mr. Spurgeon,” 
was his reply. 

But the chief secret of Mr. Spurgeon’s 
power was faith in the living, and in the 
power of the Gospel. “After my service 
last night,” said he to me, one day, “I 
went to see two of my dear people. The 
wife was dying of consumption, the hus- 
band of typhoid fever. They had neither 
doubt nor fear, and were as happy as on 
their wedding day.” With a tear in his 
voice, he added: “I preach like a lion 
when I see my people die so.” They prate 
of his narrowness who never knew his 
faith, His was the narrowness of the 
atrow that flew straight to the mark. 


Does Prayer Bring Rain ? 
(Concluded from second page) 


in this. supplication. Hear us, O God, and 
answer us as:thou art wont to do, ‘exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.’ 

“And as we remember before thee the 
desolate fields in need of. rain, we also 
pray for the souls of men who have long 
suffered the devastating drought of soul and 
spirit which comes to those who live far 
from thee. Turn them, O thou great Jeho- 
vah, unto thee, that thou mayest pour out 
upon them and upon us showers of bless- 
ing from thy very presence. 

“This is our prayer, and this is the bold- 
ness we have toward the Son of God, ‘that 
if we ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us: and if we know that he 
heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions which we have 
asked of him.’ Hear us, for we pray in 
the Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.” 


Special blessing and God’s guidance were 
felt in the preparation and presentation 
of this prayer. The thought of the lis- 
teners was turned to the need of repentance. 
The spiritual drought was emphasized, and 
the need of help from God to meet that 
condition. A sense of fellowship in prayer, 
and confidence that God would hear and 
answer, were experienced throughout. The 
student who made the arrangements was 
certain that answer would come. He re- 


mained im the newspaper: offices until. four’ 
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o’clock the next morning awaiting reports. 

And the rain came! 

The drought was broken, 

God had heard and answered. 

God had bared his mighty arm, he had 
manifested once again his love and unde- 
served grace, he had intervened in super- 
natural power in behalf of needy men, — 
both his children and the unsaved: “for 
he . . . sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). 

Newspapers promptly reported rains 
throughout the area where the broadcast 
had been made. 

A Chicago man who styles himself. “A 
Prophet in the Last Days,” andgveho claims 
to have predicted the death of President 
Wilson while he was still in health, wrote 
to Dean Lundquist just after the broad- 
cast and said: “In order that you may 
know whether the Lord has spoken by me 
or no— ‘THUS SAITH THE Lorn’: Chicago 
shall have no rain until she repents and 
brings forth fruits meet for repentance!” 
‘And it rained in Chicago within four hours 
of the broadcast! 

The power of prayer has never been tried 
to its full capacity. “Call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and shew thee great and 
mighty things, which thou knowest not” 
(Jer. 33:3). The withholding of rain was 
revealed to the prophets as a mark of di- 
vine indignation against national sins. 
There are many intimations of this in the 
Scriptures: “If ye shall hearken dili- 
gently unto my commandments ... I will 
give you the rain of your land in his due 
season... that thou mayest gather in thy 
corn... and I will send grass in thy fields 
for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and 
be full... take heed ... that your heart 
be not deceived, and ye turn aside . . . and 
then the Lord’s wrath be kindled against 
you, and he shut up the heaven, that there 
be no rain, and that the land yield not her 
fruit” (Deut. 11: 13-17). Similar: state- 
ments are found in 1 Kings 8:35; 2 Chron- 
icles 7:13; Jeremiah 3:3; Amos 4:7; 
Zechariah 14: 17. 

God has spoken warningly to the nation 
through this drought. If he were to break 
the staff of bread, how helpless we should 
be! He has given us solemn warning. Our 
beloved nation is plunging into. drink and 
pleasure, forgetful of God, abandoning the 
house of prayer, and needs to be called to 
repentance. “If I shut up heaven. that there 
be no rain, or if I command tHe locusts 
to devour the land... if my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7: 
13, 14). 

Let us thank God for this notable and 
immensely significant answer to prayer. Is 
it not an earnest of what God longs to do 
for his praying Church? Satan dreads 
prayer. He laughs at our toil, mocks at 
our wisdom, but trembles when we cry 
unto God who performeth all things for us 
(Psa, 57:2). “Nothing lies beyond the 
reach of prayer except that which lies 
outside the will of God.” Let the whole 
Church answer  God’s standing challenge: 
“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and shew thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not” (Jer, 33:3). 
“The people that do know their God shall 
be strong, and-do exploits” -(Dan.: 11: 32). 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 5. ELISHA HELPS THE NEEDY 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Kings 4:1-44,; printed text: 1:7, 42-44 
Golden Text.—Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.—Matt. 25: 40 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 2 Kings 4: 1-7, 42-44 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


2 Kings 4:1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of 
the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my hus- 
band is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lorp: 
and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bond- 
men. 

2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, 
what hast thoy in the house? And she re Thine handmaid hath 
not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil. 

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neigh- 
bours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. 

4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon tuee 
and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and 
thou shalt set aside that which is full. 

5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon 
her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out. 

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said 
unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There 
is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 

7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell 
the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest. 


42 And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, and brought the 
man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and 
full ears of corn in the husk erect. And he said, Give unto the 
people, that they may eat. 

And_his servitor said, What, should I set this before an hun- 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

2 Kings 4:1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of 
the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my hus- 
band is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear Jehovah: 
and the creditor is come to take unto him my two children to be 
bondmen. 2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? 
tell me; what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid 
hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil. 3 Then he said, 
Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbors, even empty 
vessels; borrow not a few. 4 And thou shalt go in, and shut the 
door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those 
vessels; and thou shalt set aside that which is full. 5 So she went 
from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons; they 
brought the vessels to her, and she poured out. 6 And it came. to 
pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring 
me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. 
And the oil stayed. 7 Then she came and told the man of God. 
And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and 
thy sons of the rest. 

42 And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, and brought the 
man of God bread of. the firstfruits, — loaves of barley, and 
fresh ears of grain in * his sack. And he said, Give unto the people, 
that they may eat. 43 And his ? servant said, What, should I set 
this before a hundred men? But he said, Give the people, that they 
may eat; for thus saith Jehovah, They shall eat, and shall leave 
thereof. 44 So he set it “before "them, and they ‘did eat, and left 





pm. men? He said again, Give the people, that they may eat: for 
thus yy" the Lorp, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. 
44 So he set it before them, and they did eat, and left thereof, 


according to the word of the Lorp. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin. 
- President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


LIJAH had a double honor at the 
E end of his earthly life. He was 

caught up to Heaven without dying. 
And he lived on in his young minister 
Elisha. In the spirit and power of Elijah, 
the new spiritual leader of Israel and of 
Israel’s faithful seven thousand became 
a mighty prophet of action. He was a man 
of few words, but how those words 
counted! There are recorded about sixty- 
five sayings.or speeches of Elisha, and 
in them he used less than a thousand words. 
They: are well worth studying as revealing 
the heart of this mighty man of God. 
Elisha stood before kings, rebuking and 
controlling them; he put down kings and 
he raised up kings; he cleansed the leper 
and raised the dead; he led armies around 
at his will. And yet in this one lesson 
given to Elisha it is none of these mighty 
deeds that is emphasized, but Elisha’s help- 
ing the needy. This is what he doubtless 
would want remembered. And this great- 
est thing is that in which we can imitate 
him. 


The Historical Setting 

We have put the call of Elisha at 909 
B. C. The translation of Elijah took 
place about thirteen years later, or 896. 
Elisha’s ministry. continued about fifty- 
seven years longer, till 839, or about sev- 
enty years after his call. Elisha’s mir- 
acle of the widow’s oil probably took place 
near the beginning of his ministry, the 
feeding of the multitude several years later 
(cf. 4:8, 17, 18, 38). 
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Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 4:1.—Sons of the prophets. A 
name for the prophets who were gathered 
in evangelizing centers, as Gilgal, Bethel, 
Jericho, — several hundreds of them. Thy 
servant my husband. Elisha was the leader 
of the prophets, their spiritual father, as 
Elijah had been. The ereditor is come... 
my two sons to be bondmen. This severe 
treatment of debtors was the commonplace 
of the ancient world. Old Testament laws 
did much to mitigate the severity, though 
not prohibiting the common practice (Lev. 
25:30; Neh. 5:5; Matt. 19:8). 

Verse 2—Not any thing ... save a 
pot of oil. Like Elijah’s widow of Zare- 
phath (1 Kings 17:12),—olive oil for 
cooking and for food and other purposes, 
As though to say, “There is nothing in 
my house that will help toward the supply 
of the need.” 


Verse 3.—Go, borrow thee vessels ... 
not a few. She was to have a share in 
the miracle; the prophet was setting her 
to work, and also testing her faith; thus 
did our Lord in many of his miracles. 


Verse 7.—Came and told the man of God. 
She came to give inanks and express her 
wonder, and probably also to get further 
instructions. Go, sell the oil. The man of 
God was practical. Her energy was also 
needed after the miracle. 


Verse 42—A man from Baal-shalisha. 
A town about fifteen miles northwest of 
Gilgal, in the highiands of Ephraim, where 
Elisha was with the prophets (v. 38; 1 
Sam. 9:4}. Brought the man of God bread 
of the firstfruits. As a provision for the 
time of famine (v. 38). It was appropri- 
ate to bring the firstfruits to the prophets, 
as to the priests (Exod. 23:19; Num. 18: 


thereof, according to the word of Jehovah. 
2 Or, the husk thereof. * Or, minister. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious Education. 


13; Deut. 18:4). Twenty loaves of bar- 
ley. The flat cakes, like the five barley 


_loaves with which our Lord fed five thou- 


sand. Give unto the people, that they may 
eat. That is, to the. prophets who were 
there at Gilgal. Evidently the provision 
was intended only for the prophet and his 
servant. 


Verse 43.—His servitor said. His “at- 
tendant,” perhaps Gehazi, who was not dis- 
tinguished for his faith (2 Kings 4: 25- 
31; 5:20-27). What, should I set this 
before an hundred men? His astonished 
question has its echo in the New Testa- 
ment: “What are they among so many?” 
(John 6:9.) Give the people, that they 
may eat. He does not argue, but repeats 
the command. Our. responsibility is to do 
the thing commanded, whether we see how 
it is to fall out or not. What a striking 
parallel again to the word of the Lord in 
answer to the disciples’ question of unbe- 
lief: “Make the men sit down” (John 
6: 10). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Elisha, the man of God, was a man of 
the people. Elisha dwelt in the heavenly 
places. He saw the invisible chariots of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof when his 
master Elijah was caught up (2 Kings 2: 
12). And thus he met the condition for 
receiving a double portion of the spirit of 
Elijah. Henceforth he was a man of God 
who saw that unseen world, who in every 
time of conflict was surrounded by the 
horses and chariots of fire commanded by 
the Lord of hosts (2 Kings 6:17). But 
this man of vision was a man whose feet 
walked the common ways of men and who 
was. ever intent to minister to the needs 
of men. Like his divine Master, of whom 


i 


Lesson for August 5 


he was a glorious type, he used that mighty 
power of the unseen world to touch the 
humblest needs of the lowliest of men and 
women. He came not to be ministered 
unto but to minister, He has left us an 
example that we also should be men of 
God, who prove our calling by being men 
of the people, and serving the poor and 
needy. Supernatural power has its most 
glorious application in the everyday walks 
of life where men and women live and 
suffer, 


Lesson Outlines 

Five Mrracies or Mercy 

1. Elisha helps the poor, needy widow 
(2 Kings 4: 1-7). 

2. Elisha helps the rich, needy Shun- 
ammite (4: 8-37). 

3. Elisha helps the faithful, 
prophets (4: 38-44). 
ELisHA THE MAN oF Gop 


1. As a humble, faithful minister of 
Elijah. 

2. As a prophet of grace and of judg- 
ment. 

3. As a loving servant of his country 
and his people. 

4. As a type of Christ. 

5. As an example for us to follow. 
How Gop MULTIPLIES 

1: The multiplied oil: a godly widow; 
her desperate need; a little pot of oil; 
the man of God; the widow’s faith and 


obedience; the miracle, meeting every 
need. 


2. The multiplied food: the faithful 
prophets ; their desperate need ; a love gift 
to the man of God; his unselfish sharing 
with the others; the servant’s unbelief; 
the miracle, supplying the need abun- 
dantly. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
History of Judah and Israel. Elisha’s 
ministry of nearly sixty years covered the 
period when God’s judgments were abroad 
in Israel, when Elisha anointed Jehu, who 
wiped out the house of Ahab and purged 
Israel of Baal worship, but went himself 
into the sins of Jeroboam, worsHiping the 
golden calves. Hazael, the new king of 
Syria, prophesied by Elijah, became a 
scourge of Israel, with Elisha a bulwark 
of defense to hold Syria in check. At the 
same time the crisis in Judah, brought on 
by the alliance with the house of Ahab, 
results in Athalial’s murdering all the seed 
of David except Joash, who succeeds her 
and institutes the reforms under the godly 
priest Jehoiada. The period is covered in 
the first thirteen chapters of Second Kings. 
Elijah and Elisha, Elijah is constantly 
represented as a rough, fiery, mountain- 
like prophet of judgment, while Elisha is 
represented as a gentle, mild prophet of 
grace. There is truth in this, for Elijah 
was a type of John the Baptist, the man 
of the desert, and the prophet of judgment. 
Elisha was a type of Christ, in his loving 
grace and compassion, in his mighty mir- 
acles — healing the leper, feeding the hun- 
gry, caring for the widow, raising the dead. 
But it must not be overlooked that Elisha 
was a prophet of judgment also. At the 
very beginning, he cursed the blaspheming 
young men and the bears tare forty-two 
of them. He healed Naaman, but cursed 
Gehazi with Naaman’s leprosy. His words 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
6. August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
7. August 12—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
8 August 19—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence. (Temperance  Les<on.) 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
Preaches God’s 
WE civussecersaaanaeeegee »-.-Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6. 
11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 
ple Back to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 
12, September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 
13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 3t, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 
History. 


9. August 26.—Hosea 








are always words of direct, peculiar force. 
He supplied the widow’s need, wut so did 
Elijah. He raised the dead, as Elijah also 
did. The spirit of Elijah was upon Elisha, 
and he exercised a similar ministry of 
denunciation of idolatry and of grace 
toward the godly. We may judge that 
his added grace and gentleness was partly 
the result of Elijah’s lesson concerning 
the still small voice. 


Dealing with Poverty. There is danger 
in outright giving to the poor, though in 
special cases this is the thing to do. But 
the “dole” may become a deadly thing in 
encouraging people to count on the govern- 
ment to support them, and to be passive 
and without initiative in helping themselves. 
Elisha’s miracle in multiplying the oil 
suggests the principle of encouraging peo- 
ple to use what they have, and to give them 
the sort of help that will compel them to 
work out their own deliverance. 
of helping needy farmers to secure a mule 
and seed for planting, and other necessities, 
is along this line, and much superior to a 
dole. 

Other Special Topics. Elisha’s Miracles 
(see Lesson Questions). Elisha and the 
Shunammite (2 Kings 4: 8-37; 8: 1-6). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Help the needy! On nothing did our 
Lord lay more stress than ministering to 
the poor and needy. Consider the place 
that widows and their needs had in the 
early church. James emphasized visiting 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
visiting with the expectation of helping 
them (Jas. 1:27). 

Keep in close touch with God, and with 
people! To give people help that counts, 
we must be men of God, like Elijah. 

Provide a “Prophet's Chamber.” Let 
those who are rich be rich in good works, 
and be careful for the needs of the Lord’s 
servants. 


Learn how to suffer need, and how to 
abound. The rich Shunammite was a de- 
voted believer in God, and served him 
faithfully with her wealth and position. 
The poor prophets and widows in their 
time of need could also suffer for Christ’s 
sake (Phil. 4: 11-13). 

“Sweet are the uses of adversity.” Out 
of famine and poverty, out of childlessness 
and death, out of sickness and loss, came 
multiplied blessings from God in’ Elisha’s 
day. Rejoice in tribulation! 


The plan: 
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Give the Gospel to the hungry heathen. 
The God of the multiplied loaves is ready 
to work miracles in multiplying our seed 
for sowing if we Go, as the Lord of the 
Harvest commanded. 

Trust God for the supply of every mate- 
rial need, Have faith when there is no 
way you can see how the provision is to 
come, 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

How wonderful it was to have a man 
of God like Elisha in the land; but a 
greater than Elisha is here! 


Elisha’s God was no respecter ‘of persons ; 
he rewarded the poor widow ape the rich 
wife for their faith and piety. 

The seven thousand who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal were doubtless multiplied 
in the days of Elisha. 

Elisha served Elijah as a humble and 
faithful minister for a dozen years before 
the mantle of the master fell upon him. 


Gehazi had the same position with Elisha 
that his master had with Elijah; Elisha 
craved a double portion of the spirit of 
his master; Gehazi craved something else 
—and received his reward! (2 Kings 5: 
20.) 


If we are dreaming of great things we 
might do if we had the proper advantages, 


Jet us hear Elisha’s question: ‘What hast 


thou in the house?” 


‘One Elisha was worth more than a mil- 
lion soldiers to Israel. 


There was no Modernism in Elisha’s 
schools of the prophets; they believed in 
the miracles of Elisha, and in all the other 
things that Modernists deny. 


Men and women whom God delights to 
honor: poor widows who trust God; rich 
women who care for God’s servants; men 
who send firstfruits to God’s minister ; His 
own faithful prophets. 


Cotumsta, S. C. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and we character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


AS it in the power of the widow to 

limit the miracle? 

2. What words in 2 Kings fittingly sum 
* Elisha’s leadership in Israel? 

What words of our Lord’s accord with 
hive words, which call Elisha’s deeds 
“great” ? 

4. What miracle-deeds of Elisha’s remind 
one of our Lord’s miracles of mercy? 

5: How many of Elisha’s miracles can you 
recall from memory? How many can you 
find by referring to the Bible? 

6. Which of Elisha’s miracles were miracles 
of judgment? 

7. Which were similar to Elijah’s? 

8. Miracles are usually acted out parables. 
What might be the parable teaching of the 
multiplying of the widow’s oil? 

9. How does the lesson prove that poverty 
is not a sign of God’s disfavor? How did 
it prove a blessing? 

10. What qualities had Elisha that every 
minister of Christ should covet? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 476. 








474 * 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTeRIAL: A can of olive oil, a 
collection of bottles and jars of vari- 
ous sizes and kinds. 











HE widow of a prophet’s son came to 

Elisha and told him her story. She 
was in debt and couldn’t pay her account, 
and according to the custom in those days 
her two sons were to be made slaves until 
the debt was paid. And all she had was a 
little oil. Can’t you see those two sons 
scurrying around the neighborhood borrow- 
ing all the bottles and jars and pots they 
could, as Elisha commanded? 

Then, according to directions, she went 
in and shut the door on herself and her two 
sons, and began to pour the oil into the 
dishes, and after she had filled them all, 
she asked for more, and the boys told her 
there were no more. Then the increase of 
oil ceased. Had there been more jars to 
fill, there would have been more oil. Elisha 
told her to sell the oil and pay the debt 
and use the rest of the money for her liv- 
ing. What a story of faith and of God’s 
abundant supply! 

Tell me, what limited God’s giving? 
How many times we ask God for a small 
supply when he wants us to ask largely. 

There is no depression with God. His 
arm is not shortened by economic crises. 
His promise is still true, and his abundance 
is still available. “My God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus.” 

Mopesto, CAL. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected bf the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 

submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 
. Her Hand.—What shall I do for thee? 
(v. 2.) A devoted Christian wife used to 
pray for her husband with her hand gently 
resting on his head when she thought him 
asleep. After her death it seemed to him 
that he could still feel that hand upon him, 
constraining him to be a Christian. It 
was more than he could resist, and he let 
that hand guide him to the Saviour, The 
hand that helps is the hand that has. the 
touch and tenderness of love, and the ear- 
nestness and power of prayer.—From. Clip- 
ping for Sermon Illustration. Sent by J. 
L. Elderdice,, Oxford, Md. 


When the “Storm Cloud” Came.— 
Twenty loaves of barley (v. 42). In Feb- 
ruary, 1931, our district was reduced to a 
state of famine, and there was yet another 
month to wheat harvest. We had helped 
many, but one day when the Christians 
came for help we had to tell them.we had 
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nothing left. I told them that_God was 
a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering 
God. They proposed to come and join in 
my prayer each afternoon. On the fourth 
day of the intercession I was called out 
of the meeting to see what was happening. 
In the north was a dark cloud approaching, 
and as we watched, it crossed our dis- 
trict and rained heavily. It was not an 
ordinary rain, but a deluge of little black 
seeds in such abundance they could be 
shoveled up. They asked, “What is it?” 
The seeds proved edible and the supply so 
great it sustained the people until harvest. 
We learned later that the storm had risen 
in Mongolia and wrecked the places where 
this grain (called KaoLiang) was stored. 
The seed was carried fifteen hundred miles 
to drop on the district where prayer was 
being answered.—From The Susday School 
Times. Sent by Maggie Elizabeth Evans, 
Britton, Texas. 


Today in Manchuria.—And his servitor 
said, What, should I set this before an 
hundred men? (v. 43.) Six years ago 
my husband and I, with three co-workers, 
came to Manchuria. to open a new field. 
This field we had been led to was vast 
beyond hope of evangelization without a 
very large force of “human channels.” 
There were five missionaries, but what a 
weak band we were! One was a young 
man just beginning the language, and quite 
unable to take any part in the work. Two 
others were single ladies, neither of them 
strong. The fourth was a man of experi- 
ence, but nearing seventy; and the fifth 
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was his wife, fighting for her life with 
that terrible hot-climate disease, “sprue.” 
The field lay before us as a great burden. 
Twice a day we gathered for prayer, when 
the burden upon all was how to reach the 
multitudes for which we had made our- 
selves responsible. One day after a time 
of prayer Dr. Goforth exclaimed, “God 
will not fail us. Let us trust him for Chi- 
nese workers and the money for their sup- 
port.” We began with two evangelists. 
Soon these increased to fifteen, then to 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty, and now 
as I write there are over fifty evangelists, 
men and women, giving all their time to 
proclaiming the Gospel in street chapels, 
prisons, on the streets, in homeés, by tract 
distribution —in any and every way that 
Christ may be made known. Over twenty 
centers have been opened for permanent 
evangelism. In all these years, never have 
we seen the bottom of the Lord’s treasury. 
—From Mrs. Jonathan Goforth. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Was It Bodily Food?—They shall eat, 
and shall leave thereof (v. 43). The 
Christian Herald, London, tells the story 
of a teacher who was telling her class of 
girls about the time when the Lord Jesus 
fed the multitude with five loaves and two 
fishes. Said she: “And of course you will 
understand, children, that it does not mean 
that Jesus actually fed all those thousands 
with a few loaves and fishes. That.would 
have been impossible. It just means that 
he so fed the people with his teaching that 
they lost all sense of bodily hunger, and 
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Lesson for August 5 


went home satisfied.” But an inquiring 
girl put this question, “But, Miss . 
what was it filled the twelve baskets of 
fragments left over?”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. Prize illustration. 





His Best Patients.—Give unto the peo- 
ple, that they may eat (v. 43). When the 
New York ZFimes was making an appeal 
for the Hundred Neediest Cases during the 
Christmas season of 1928, a physician from 
New Jersey sent the following letter: 
“When first starting out in the medical 
profession some forty-nine years ago, I 
read a remark of Professor Boerhave, sur- 
geon of Vienna, ‘The poor are my best 
patients, for God pays their bills,’ and I 
have found it to be eminently true in my 
personal experience.”—Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


The Last Patient’s Name.—Jnasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me (Golden Text). Dr. W. H. Jeffreys, 
a physician for many years in Shanghai,. 
said that brother doctors here at home 
scoff at the idea of his treating four hun- 
dred: and fifty patients in a single day, 
because the work would be so inadequate. 
“Very true,” he remarked, “but which 
patient shall I refuse to help?” So he 
pictured typical cases, and made a dra- 
matic close by describing a pitiable wreck 
of humanity for whom it seemed impossible 
to make room in ‘the hospital. But finally 
he was brought in, and the first step was 
to register his name. Here Dr. Jeffreys 
paused, then said slowly, “That man’s name 
was Jesus."—From “5000 Best Modern 
Illustrations.” Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 

ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E., Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast so many ways 
of providing for the need of those who are 
depressed and forlorn. Thou dost send thy 
servants in such a time of need to do what 
may be required and to do this with an abun- 
dance such as no man could give. We pray 
that thou wilt help us not only to realize the 
great fact of thy resources but also to rest in 
faith for the supplying of that. which we may 
need to carry forward the life that thou wouldst 
have us live. If we are perplexed this day 
about the supplies for tomorow, may we rest 
more confidently in thee because of the depth 
of our need. We commit our case to thee. 
We would show forth the joy of the confidence 
of faith, knowing that thou dost honor quiet 
trust in thyself. We ask it in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 


After the Lesson.—Two men were talk- 
ing of business conditions in these days 
when so many seem to be troubled by heavy 
losses and actual privation. “Well,” said 
the older man, “I have not heard that there 
is any depression in Heaven!” Good news 
that, to the man who doesn’t think enough 
about the resources that are in God’s keep- 
ing! It is news indeed to some, if you can 
judge by the discouraged way in which 
they go about their day’s duties. A good 
many of our wants may be unsatisfied and 
will continue to be, but we can confidently 
trust for our needs, and for the ability to 
do our work, the needed supplies, and all 
along the line we find Him ready to do 
his part. Hudson Taylor once said with 
regard to supplies from God’s hand, “If 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


God doesn’t send it, we do not-need it!” 
When you let that brief word of his sink 
into your mind, let it encourage you day 
by day, —if God doesn’t send it, we don’t 
need it! Is your faith like that? Let us 
pray. 





HELPING THE S&voNr 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Oil and Butter.—What hast thou in the 
house? And she said, ... not any thing 
... Save @ pot of oil (2 Kings 4:2). Some- 
time ago in Philadelphia an organization 
of which I was at that time President was 
entertained at supper by an Italian Presby- 
terian Church down town. [I said, “Give 
us a genuine Italian supper as something 
new. We are fed up on American feeds.” 
And they did. For the first time in our 
lives we tasted real macaroni. Homemade, 
cut in strips an inch or J wide and served 
with veal and tomato sauce. Melted in your 
mouth — um, um! 

When the 150 men were seated and took 
up the roll of bread they began to look for 
the butter. But all they saw were dishes 
of olive oil in which lay red peppers, kip- 
pered small fish, and other condiments. The 
men called for butter, and the hosts rushed 
to the nearest grocery and brought in what 
they could get in the Italian quarter. But 
Hercules was a piker in comparison to that 
butter! That butter held up 150 big men 
without half trying! 

So you will understand the situation 
when you are told that all the woman had 
in her house was “a pot of butter.” A pot 
of butter is of small avail when there is 
nothing else to go with it. And yet good 
butter, the sweet and delicious golden 
Brandywine Meadow butter is as good as 
greenbacks. For years New York million- 
aires paid the Darlingtons “a dollar a pound 
the year around” for their Chester County 
butter. 

We are coming to a great miracle. You 
can be very sure that the widow’s oil, like 
the marriage wine, was the “dollar a pound 
the year around” sort. Heaven never pro- 
duces second grade stuff (John 2: 4-10). 


Brass Tacks.—There is not a vessel 
more, And the oil stayed (v. 6). When 
there was nothing to receive it, “the oil 
stayed.” I hope you fellows get. this. 
When the man had nothing to receive it 
the opportunity stayed. Mother Nature 
not only abhors a vacuum, but Mr. Good 
Position and Mr. Good Job do the same. 
Moral: Spend all your spare time gather- 
ing together “vessels.” All these wise 
admonitions read well, but a smart fellow 
might say, “Uncle Billy, get down to brass 
tacks and we'll understand you.” 

All right, children, here’s one brass tack. 
What are you reading? Newspaper, 
magazine, or good books? Have you read 
Parkman’s wonderful histories of the mak- 
ing of the country north of us? And Wash- 
ington Irving’s histories of the countries 
south of us, plus Prescott’s “Mexico” and 
“Peru”? No, and you do not know what 
you miss in entertainment, not to speak of 
word training. 
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Here’s another brass tack: Do you sub- 
scribe to the paper or magazine given over 
to your vocation or avocation, and know 
what is going on? Here is a bunch of 
brass tacks: What are you doing in the 
way of building up personality and charm? 
Like most good things, attractiveness comes 
by taking pains. Yes, and by practicing. 
‘Ehat is how you get the piano, violin, 
flute, and other fine music, isn’t it? 

Personality and charm come from kindli- 
ness, and kindliness comes from God. “If 
a man’s ways please the Lord he makes 
everybody like him’ — or words to that ef- 
fect (Prov. 16:7). ; 

In this world, as a rule, we are apt to get 
what we deserve, and only what we 
deserve. Jim Pearson expressed the 
idea when he told Turnpenny Bunting 
it was no use to hide his light under a 
bushel when a tin cup would do just as 
well, Expect great things of God and you 
get them. Spend your days gathering to- 
gether all the vessels you can reach, and 
— ad you can have oil to burn! (Matt. 

[ 3s. 


Our Abundant God.—His servitor said, 
What, should I set this before an hundred 
men? He said again, Give the people, ... 
for thus saith the Lord (v. 43). Sounds 
like a certain occasion in the New Testa- 
ment when Jesus’ disciples wondered what 
could be done with five loaves and two 
fishes in the face of five thousand hungry 
people out doors (Matt. 14: 19-21). On 
that occasion we are told there were twelve 
basketsful of “fragments that remained.” 
In the account here we are told, “They did 
eat, and left thereof, according to the word 
of the Lord.” We are not told how much 
was “left thereof,” but you can be very 
sure there was great plenty, even to “bas- 
kets full.” 

Our God is a most wonderfully good pro- 
vider. Drop a grain of corn into the earth 
and God sends his sunshine and rain and, 
behold, a stalk with two and sometimes 
three big ears with hundreds of grains 
(Luke 6: 38). 

I was at a wedding one time at which 
when the minister said, “Who giveth this 
woman,” the father stepped forward and 
said, “I do.” <A fellow leaned over to me 
and whispered, “That’s the first and only 
thing Joseph Clinton was ever known 
to give away.” When the refreshments 
were served there was not enough to go 
around. 

Awhile ago one of my friends, a most 
generous provider always, at the wedding 
of his daughter had the reception at a swell 
hotel. This hotel charged a “slammin’ big 
price,” but the food was so scant that my 
friend took a bunch of his. cronies to a 
restaurant “to get something to eat.” Now 
when God prepares the feast and all things 
else —there is abundance with lots “left 
thereof.” 

God’s way is “exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” Look, in 
a few weeks, at those cornfields and or- 
chards, producing so abundantly that we 
have fallen down on our ways of distribu- 
tion, so that in the West the farmers use 
the grain for fuel, and in the East the fruit 
goes to waste on the orchard floor — and 
all.the while thousands in alleys of the great 
cities go hungry,— which is man’s fault 
and not God’s fault. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for August 5) 


1. She did limit the miracle by the num-' 


ber of empty pots she provided. 


2. The king’s “9 to Gehazi, in 2 Kings 
8:4: “Tell me, pray thee, all the great 
wry that Elisha hath done.” 


“Whosoever will be great among you, 
shail be your minister: and whosoever of you 
will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all” 
(Mark 10:43, 44). Greatness consists in 
service, its highest degree in being “servant 
of all,” as Elisha. was in the many “great 
things” he had done in the kind deeds for 
all who came to him in need. 


He restored a dead child to life, he fed 
a Conary multitude with twenty barley loaves, 
he healed a leper; he heaped coals of fire 
on the heads of his enemies (2 Kings 6: 8- 
23), even as our Lord healed the high’ priest’s 
servant’s ear and prayed for the soldiers who 
crucified him, in his last hours. 


5. There are fourteen, including the mir- 
acle after his death; and two additional may 
be counted: the opening of the young man’s 
eyes to see the heavenly hosts, and the bears 


from the wood that tore the lads: 2 Kings 2: 
143 3: 213 23243 3320; 4:1-6; 4:16, 173 
4:353 4:41; 4:43; 5:10; 5:27; 6:6; 


6:17; 6:18; 6: 20; 13: 21. 
6. Bears from wood, Gehazi smitten, Syr- 
ians smitten with blindness. 


7. Jordan divided, widow’s oil multiplied, 
raising the dead son. 


8. We should use what we have; God sup- 
plies just what is needed; a supplies are 
unlimited; the poor should be helped, and 
should be encouraged to help themselves. 

A godly prophet died leaving a widow 
Pm sons who came to want; the prophets 
themselves were needing bread. The need 
sent them to God, and proved his faithfulness 
in supplying. 

10, Lived for God only. Humility. Lived 
close to people. Man of prayer and faith. 
Without covetousness. Shared the life of 
poverty of the other prophets, not lording it 
over them. Grateful. Sympathetic. Loved 
men, ye 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Elisha, the man. of God. 
2. A widow obeys Elisha. 
3. We must obey the Lord Jesus. 











UESTION the children about Elijah, 

to make sure they remember what they 
have learned. Our lesson today is about 
his helper and successor, Elisha (2 Kings 
4: 1-7). Briefly sketch his call as described 
in 1 Kings 19. 

Elisha must have heard and seen many 
wonderful things while he lived with Eli- 
jah. He must have known Micaiah, the 
brave and truthful man about whom we 
heard last week; and he saw the “chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire’ which came 
and carried Elijah away to God. Elisha 
would never forget that wonderful sight! 
He would often think of it, I am sure, and 
say to himself, Elijah’s God is my God, 
and he can do just as wonderful things for 
me as he did for Elijah. And God did! 
We are going to read about one of them 
now. 

First read the story from the Bible, and 
then tell it in your own words, especially 
bringing out the following points. Here 
was a little family in trouble. - Father was 
dead, and there was no money to pay the 
bills. One cruel man (cf. Lev. 25: 39) had 
come to carry away the poor. widow's two 
sons to be his slaves as she could not pay 
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him his money. What was she to do? She 
did the: very best thing she could. She 
went to Elisha, the man of God. To whom 
do we go when we are in trouble? The 
best One to whom to go is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He is “able to save to the utter- 
most” — and that means forever and ever, 
without any limit! How wonderful to 
have such a Friend! But he must be our 
Saviour before he can be our Friend, Is 
he your Saviour? 

How curious Elisha’s words (vs. 3, 4) 
must have sounded to the poor widow. 
Why, she had only a little pot of oil, how 
could she fill others, “not a few,” from 
that? But she obeyed, and what a won- 
derful blessing she received! 

Sometimes God tells us to do things that 
we do not understand, but we must always 
obey him, or he cannot bless us. (Stress 
the importance of learning to obey while 
we are young.) 

The Lord. Jesus tells us in our Memory 
Verse (Matt. 25:40) that when we, who 
belong to him, help others who are in need, 
we do it to him! Is it not lovely to think 
there are things we may do for the One 
who loved us enough to die for us! 

Bring out the thought that God does not 
bless lazy people. The widow had to go 
and ask Elisha for help, and then carry out 
his commands. 

We have to ask the Lord Jesus for help 
in our troubles, and do what he tells us. 
He speaks to us from his Word, the Bible, 
so if we do not read it, we cannot know 
what he tells us to do. 


Expression Work 


Let the children look up the verses in 
which God tells us to be obedient, and 
then teach them the following lines (from 
a Children’s Special Service Mission 
chorus). Look up Ephesians 6:1; Colos- 
sians 3:20; Hebrews 13: 17. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. 

You must show that Christ can save 

By the way that you behave — 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. 

York, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 
VI. Elisha, the doer of little kindnesses: 
(1) For a poor widow. 
(2) For a “great woman.” 
(3) For a hungry multitude. 


UST quietly run through a list of the 

miracles attributed to Elisha, in brief 
descriptive phrases (somewhat like the 
three suggestions above), without calling 
the name of the doer of these gentle deeds 
of kindness. Then ask your girls of whom 
they are reminded... Do they know. who 
the doer was? The full list of Elisha’s 
miracles is remarkably like our Saviour’s 
Own, as you gather them out of 2 Kings, 
Chapters 2-13. Write them- down as you 
locate them in these chapters, and consider 
how this old prophet surely led for God 


through many deeds of simple human com? ~ 


passion, often impregnated: with the: mir- 
acle-working power of God. 

Concentrate. your girls’ attention for a 
little while on the interesting story of 
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Elisha’s miracle of kindness to the poor 
widow (4:1-7), saving her and her. two 
sons from slavery thereby. It is a very 
brief and simple little incident, save in 
the miraculous supply of oil—a story of 
human appeal in its emphasis upon a case 
of genuine distress turned into one of re- 
joicing through the channel of this prophet’s 
kindness, which God used to work his mir- 
acle of increasing the oil. 

Similarly, the story of the multiplied 
barley loaves reminds one of our Lord’s 
compassion: for mere physical hunger, when 
he multiplied a bit of a lunch to feed thou- 
sands. Here was famine upon the land 
(4: 38-44) —a real need; and here was 
Elisha’s faith honored of God in supplying 
bread for the people of God. 

But, after thinking of such samples of 
Elisha’s leadership ‘in deeds of ordinary 
human kindnesses which God often honored 
by working miracles through them, ask © 
your girls to think of this kind of leader- 
ship for God which is so entirely possible 
for them, even today. How many times 
“just a little bit of love” for a needy one, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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Lesson. for August 5 


expressed in some act of the most ordi- 
nary kindness, possible to any one of your 
girls, may’ be honored of God to work the 
miracle of a changed heart and life, the 
saving of some soul, the lifting of some 
great burden, the releasing of some new 
power in his service, the creating of some 
abiding joy. 

Here is surely one of the Old Testament 
leaders whom every one of your girls can 
follow, at least in this respect, which in- 
deed is the dominant note of Elisha’s long 
and useful life and service. Ask each 
girl to decide upon some such kind deed at 
once, and set out to execute it, this week, 
thereby. leading somebody toward God, as 
she does this in his Name and for his sake. 


Home Study 


Read the story of Elisha’s kindness to 
the “great woman” of Shunem (4: 8-37), 
with its last “chapter” in 2 Kings 8: 1-6. 
What do you think of verse 4 in this chap- 
ter as descriptive of Elisha’s life and lead- 
ership? 

Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys" Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: God’s limits. 

Discussion: Name some of a _ fellow’s 
limitations even in this wonder-working age 
of progress. Contrast the limitless reach 
of God’s power. 


Objective: The abundant life in Christ 
Jesus. 











AY, fellows, that phrase, “God’s 
limits” is a misnomer; it is misleading 
—for God has no limits. His power is 
boundless; his love is without measure. 
And that is all you and I need to know to 
reach the highest degree of achievement, 
satisfaction, and joy. If we would only 
recognize the fact and make full use of it! 
Yet, because of our stupidity and failure 
to rise to the high challenge of faith, the 
marvelous blessing God would pour out upon 
our lives and our work shrinks*to pitiful 
limitations. We do not open wide enough 
to receive it. 

Now here was a very unfortunate widow 
(living perhaps in Samaria) who had got- 
ten into debt and had nothing to pay. 
Debt is a hard master anytime and any- 
where, but it was especially cruel in those 
times, because a creditor could even take 
the debtor’s children and sell them into 
slavery and keep the price to pay himself. 
This was about to happen in the pcor 
widow’s case; indeed the creditor had al- 
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of oil into the empty pots, the boys help- 
ing her. As fast as they filled the empty 
pots they set them aside, until all the bor- 
rowed pots were filled. And still the 
widow’s pot contained oil. “Bring another 
vessel,” she said. “Why, Mother,” said 
the older boy, “there is not another empty 
pot left; they’re all filled!” 

And the flow was stopped. 

She told Elisha what had happened, and 
he instructed her to sell the oil and pay 
her debt—then she and the boys might 
live on what remained. 

The point of the story here, fellows, is 
that the amount of oil the woman received 
by the miracle which the Lord worked 
that day was only limited by the recep- 
tion she prepared for it. It is not stated, 
but she may have gotten ten full pots of 
oil. She could just as well have had twenty 
or forty, or more. She got what she had 
the faith to expect—no more, 

That is one way we limit God: by ex- 
pecting too little. Oh, what wonderful 
experiences we miss! Pass right by them 
—within arm’s reach. Here’s a good 
motto text, fellows, for every day —two 
of them, welded together: My expectation 
is from him... for . . . the Lord God 
. .. only doeth wondrous things!” (Psa. 
62:5; 72:18.) The Lord only does won- 
drous things. The world may “short 


‘ change” you; even those who love you and 


would like to do big things for you have 
not the power; but the. Lord God never 
does anything cheap. If what he does is 
disappointing, it is because of your “re- 
ception.” ‘You cannot even imagine what a 
big life he has ready for you to live—to 
start in on it right now; no need to delay. 
Paul told the Ephesians that God “is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above. all that 
we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20). 

There it is, fellows—IN US. Just 
what you are willing to take in—to appro- 
priate—no more. There is a well full of 
water, but if you take a half pint tin cup 
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to the well, you will bring away only a 
half pint, and much of that will spill, be- 
cause of the littleness of the tin cup. 

God wants you and me to live a rich life; 
let’s don’t be paupers! 


Greensporo, N. C. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. {No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I thought I would write 
and ask for help in my problem. I read in The 
Sunday School Times, in the “Girls’ Problems 
of Today,” different problems of the girls for 
you to answer. I do not know if you read and 
answer the boys’ mail, but I will just try and 
see if you do. I hope you will answer my letter. 

I am a boy sixteen years of age and would 
like to have your help. I am thinking a lot 
about my school work and a lot about my 
future. I am getting poor marks on my report 
card and I am trying my best to get better 
marks, but I just can’t get some of my les- 
sons. I have a tough time to learn some of 
them. At home I usually study from six- 
thirty to ten or ten-thirty o’clock. When I 
get up in the morning I am so sleepy and tired 
that I don’t feel like studying. When I come 
home from school I usually drop my books on 
a chair and feel mad because of the trouble 
with my lessons. Sometimes I feel like -run- 
ning away from home, because I am rotten in 
school work. I hate to go home and show my 
report card, or answer some questions which 
my father asks, as, “How was school?” or, 
“Did you have a test in any of your lessons, 
and what is your mark?” I like to work very 
much better than play. Ever since I was a 
small boy my father made me study during 
the summer vacation and right after school. 
But I feel like telling my father about the 
trouble and that I feel like running away from 
home and looking for a job, so I could take 
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ready come to take the boys away from 
their mother, when the prophet Elisha ap- 
peared upon the scene. 

“What have you in the house — anything 
at all?” inquired Elisha. 

“Nothing, my lord, nothing but a pot of 
oil,” she answered. 
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prophet said: she poured out of her pot 
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care of myself. I hate to have them have me, 
because I am not bright in my lessons like 
some of the other boys and girls. I surely like 
to work instead of playing, and I hope some day 
I will be as bright as the other children, so 
I won’t be ashamed of myself. Please tell me 
what you think I should do. 

Y DEAR BOY: Yes, I often receive 

letters from boys, college men, and 
other grown men. We all have our puz- 
zling questions to decide in life. 

The poor marks on your card, I am 
glad to read, do not come from lack of 
study. If you were lazy, it would be easier 
to understand why the marks are low; but 
when the failure comes from some unknown 
reason, it makes it more difficult to correct, 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 

CurisTIaAN — ACCREDITED — CogDUCATIONAL. 
Students from many evangelical denominations. 
Faculty from the best universities. 
Graduates in every worthy field of human endeavor. 
Any earnest student should investigate before deciding 
his college. Address 


CHARLES C. E Ph.D., D.D., 
President. 














PRACTICAL HELP for teachers 
of the International Uniform Lessons 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD 


The use of this monthly teacher's 
magazine will bring new meaning and 
fresh interest to your weekly lesson. 
Such well-known writers as Dr. Wil- 
liam Evans, Elizabeth Hubbard Bon- 
sall, and Harry Edwards Bartow 
(author of the Superintendent's 
Guide) assure you of a wealth of 
helpful material. 
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doesn’t it? But if we do not have some- 
thing to overcome, we shall not develop 
very fast. 

I am wondering whether you are in 
good health and whether you eat the right 
food. Many times a sluggish liver is the 
cause of sleepiness and tired feeling. Do 
you have any: headaches? Are your. eyes 
in good condition, and do you see well? 
These may seem like trivial things, but 
many times they prevent good work when 
we have the ability. Your letter does not 
sound like a letter from a boy who has 
not the ability to do good work, and 
if I were you, I would get at the bottom 
of it. 

I can remember when I was about your 
age I was doing very poor work, and the 
lessons they gave me seemed like moun- 
tains, and I felt swamped with them some- 
times; and now, as I look back, I know 
much of the trouble came from the in- 
ability to see correctly; and it was not 
until years afterward, when I was per- 
sistent and made up my mind I would con- 
quer my studies, that as a Christian girl 
I went to the Lord and begged him to help 
me clear up the difficulties. Then I was 
led to find out for myself about my eyes. 
Now your trouble may be something else, 
but we know it is a natural thing to get 
results when we put time and strength into 
the work assigned us. 

I am going to suggest a couple ef things, 
and hope you will act on them. Take 
this matter into your own hands, and make 
up your mind you will find out the cause. 
First of all, I would suggest that you take 
your father into your confidence. Let him 
know you do not like the low marks. Tell 
him that you are sure the trouble does 
not come from lack of interest, and that 
it has depressed you very much; that you 
have felt you were not brilliant, but that 
for the time you put on your work you 
Should have better results. Take him right 
into your confidence, and do not hesitate, 
for you belong to him, and who knows 
but he had some of the same trouble at 
the same age. If he does not understand 
and appreciate your difficulty, I should not 
give up, but I should go to my family 
physician and tell him what I was going 
through. You have not spoken of your 
mother, so I have not suggested her; you 
may have reasons why you have not wanted 
to worry her. 

The thought of running away from home 
is of Satan! That is his way of doing 
things, and getting us into deeper water 
and more trouble than ever! It sounds just 
like him! Just tell him you will “flunk” 
if necessary, but that you will not play 
the coward, as he is trying to get you to 
do. You will be “true blue” and stand 
up to the difficulty, and you will conquer, 
but you will not play the fool to suit him; 
and if you must spend another term in 
the class, you are enough of a soldier to 
do it, no matter what anyone says! 

Life is so real, and you are getting to 
the age now when the stretches before you 
seem so long, and you are wondering what 
you are going to do. Don’t spoil your 
life by running away because a mountain 
is ahead of you, as it were, but take a 
deep breath and begin to climb; and make 
up your mind that, by God’s grace, you will 
neither disappoint yourself nor anyone in 
your family, and above all you will not 


‘disappoint. your God! 


July 21, 1934 


For every life there is a plan. Don't 
allow Satan. to get you on the wrong road 
and influence you to leave truth, honesty, 
and frankness, as well as love of home 
folks, and all that has made life what it 
is up to this time. Go to God who has 
a plan for you, and who understands your 
body and your brain especially, and ask 
him to guide you in the path he has de- 
signed for you. Take his wisdom and 
be ready to place yourself.in the back- 
ground, and by giving yourself to him, let 
him control and show you what he has 
planned for your life. Don’t hesitate, my 
boy, but live up to your privileges in him, 
and this hard place will soon be past, and 
it may prove to be the turning point in 
your life. God loves you more. than all 
the world loves you, and wants you. for 
the highest and best things in life; there- 
fore, hold fast to HIM! You have a Cap- 
tain to follow who has never made a mis- 
take, and who is ready to give you “the 
whole armour” to fight “the wiles of the 
devil” (Eph. 6:11). 
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Prayer Meeting 
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August 12. Nature as Seen by Psalmist and 
Scientist. Psa. 8: 3-6. 





Sunday, August 5 
“This Is My Father’s World” 
(Psa. 19 : 1-6) 
(Outdoor praise meeting) 





Mon.—God, the Creator (Gen. 1:1; John 
I; 1-3). . 

Tues.—God, the Sustainer (Job 34 : 13-15). 

Wed.—God, the Provider (Matt. 6 : 25-34). 

Thurs.—God, the Director (Rom. 8 : 28). 

Fri.—God, the infinitely Good (Matt. 19: 
16-22). 

Sat.—God, the All-powerful (Isa. 40 : 12-31). 











What in nature makes you think of a Creator? 
What traits of God do you find in nature? - 


How is nature organized to take care of man’s 
needs? 


HE believer is left in no uncertainty 

as to the world in which he finds him- 
self, and how he came to be here. With- 
out apology or elaborate explanation, the 
Bible states plainly and simply that God 
made this world in which we live (Gen. 
1:1); that it was the joint work of the 
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit (Gen. 
I:2; 2:2; John 1:1-3); and that crea- 
tion is maintained and upheld by his power 
(Heb. 1 2'3; ‘Col; 327). 

We learn from God’s Word that this 
world was prepared for man; that it was 
a “good” world (Gen. 1:31); and that 
man was placed in charge of all. created 
beings (Gen. 1: 26-29) and as an over- 
seer of the special garden spot that was 
created for him in Eden (Gen, 2:15). 


oe 


When our forefather Adam yielded to 
Satan’s wiles, man, through him, lost his 
overlordship of this earth, and Satan be- 
came the prince of this world. Because of 
sin and disobedience, man came . under 
God’s curse, and this curse affected not 











Lesson for August 5 


only man himself, but the creation about 
him. 
oe 

But, although nature was marred by 
man’s sin, it was not completely wrecked. 
Much of God’s marvelous handiwork was 
left as a witness to rebellious man of 
God’s love, wisdom, skill, and power, so 
that unborn generations might know of 
oo and might turn to him and serve 

im. 

Today, God’s creation is still speaking 
to man. Our Scripture verses remind us 
of this fact. The glittering frame of the 
heavens, with its marvelous beauty and 
its antiquity, force in upon the dullest 
mind: the great truth that Some One, in- 


‘finitely higher and mightier than man, has 


formed it and maintains it. 

The recurrence of day and night, with 
infinite accuracy and regularity (v. 2), 
speaks to all who will listen of God's 
foreknowledge and design, and of his wis- 
dom in providing a time of light and activ- 
ity, and a time of rest and quiet. 

That this voice of nature is a universal 
voice, we see from verse 3. No matter 
what may be the tongue or language of 
a people, the marvels of God’s natural 
world speak to them with the same clear- 
ness. Paul, in writing to the Romans, 
reminded them of this great truth when 
he said that “the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead ; so that they are without excuse” 
(Rom, 1: 20). 

God’s love is not something which may 
be beheld or handled. Yet the simplest 
savage has a witness of that love in the 
lavish provision that has been made by 
God for his creatures. He sees the abun- 
dance with which fruit and nut trees pro- 
duce that which pleases his taste and sat- 
isfies hunger. He sees the multiplication 
of seeds in the grain, and in the provision 
in the plant world of that which is adapt- 
able for. shelter and clothing. He sees the 
creatures of the field and the forest, with 
no storehouses or methods of agriculture, 
yet provided for year after ygar. These 
are but just a few of the marvelous ways 
in which God is speaking to man of his 
wisdom, of his power, of his love, and of 
his skill. : 

ye 


Yet the great lesson for all of us is 
that, marvelous and incessant as is the 
voice of nature, it is not enough alone 
to lead man to God. Such was God’s 
love that, when man was too dull and too 
unwilling to listen to nature’s voice, God 
did not stop there. He sent first his mes- 
sengers, the prophets, and then his own 
Son (Heb. 1:1, 2). In him alone have 
we the fullness of the revelation of the 
love and power of God. And we who 
have received this revelation have an ob- 
ligation to go to those who have only 
th. voice of nature, and to tell them what 
God is like and what he has done for them 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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[With the New Books 


Scofield Reference New Testament and 
Psalms. (Oxford University Press, New 
York, cloth binding, $1; French Morocco, 
$3; Persian Morocco, India paper, $5.) It 
will be welcome news to many to know 
that there is now available, printed sep- 
arately and in most attractive form, the 
New Testament and Psalms with the pop- 
ular notes and helps of the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible. The notes, as they rightly 
claim to do, give “helps at the hard places 
on the page where needed,” and are of 
the greatest interest and value to young 
Christians as well as useful to the teacher. 
The type and wording on the pages of this 
handy size little volume are exactly the 
same as in all other Scofield Reference 
Bibles, the size of the page being that of 
the smaller Bibles. The edition in blue 
cloth will be ideal for classes, and also for 
inexpensive gifts. It is a wonderful induce- 
ment to enter into the joys and riches of 





‘real Bible study. 


The Spade and the Bible. By W. W. 
Prescott. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $2.) Archeological discoveries fol- 
low so rapidly as to be confusing, and it 
is important that, from time to time, they 
be summarized and the convergence of 
their testimony made clear. This has been 
done by Mr. Prescott, and one sées how 
uniformly this type of evidence supports 
Scripture. Here are illustrations. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold was set 
up in the plain of Dura. The Assyriol- 
ogist Oppert has found what appears to 
be the base of a great statue near a mound 
known as Duair, east of Babylon. 

Kaldeway laid bare the banqueting hall of 
Belshazzar, fifty-six by one hundred sixty- 
eight feet. Room for “a thousand lords” 
certainly, and a throne niche for the mon- 
arch himself, with a wall of white “plaister” 
opposite, still visible. 

Raymond Daugherty of Yale vindicated 
the historical character of Belshazzar with 
a completeness which can never again be 
called in question. The steps of the proof 
are here given. “Babylonian cuneiform docu- 
ments, of the sixth century B. C., furnish 
clear-cut evidence of the correctness of the 
three basic historical nuclei contained in 
the Biblical narrative dealing with the fall 
of Babylon.” 

The Elepkantine Papyri dealt a death- 
blow to the dominant criticism by showing 
that the Leviticus ritual was observed long 
before Ezra, and that the use of Aramaic 
by Ezra and Daniel by no means implies 
late date. The great discovery of Tah- 
panhes by Flinders-Petrie brought to light 
the “brick work” Jeremiah mentions (Jer. 
43: 7-9), thus solving an ancient puzzle of 
commentators and translators. Neville’s 
discovery of Pithom and Raamses, the grain 
storehouses built by the Hebrews in turn 
with straw, stubble, and mud, is described. 
It is interesting to learn that some of these 
bricks, shaped by Hebrews under the Egyp- 
tian lash, are now to be seen in the Metro- 
politan Museum in New York, greatest of 
modern Jewish cities. 


English Deism: Its Roots and Its Fruits. 
By John Orr. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $2.50.) Karl 
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Barth describes our present-day Modern- 
ism as scavengering in the ash-barrels of 
the eighteenth century. Certainly nothing 
could be less modern. Every shade of 
thought in its representation of Scriptures 
and theology is reproduced from the writ- 
ings of the English deists. This is made 
clear in Professor Orr’s book. But the 
author does not stop at Toland and Boling- 
broke and Morgan and Chubb. He traces 
the roots of the eighteenth century Fos- 
dicks back to the remoter past, and finds 
them in the antichristian polemic of Celsus 
and Porphyry and other writers of the 
first two centuries of the Christian era. 
That which comes to us frem the press 
of the University of Chicago, and which 
is radioed out to us by the Federal Council 
of Churches preachers, is the least original 
of things. 

Why then does it become so popular? 
Only because most people have slight 
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knowledge of the history of theological 
thought. Dr. Orr provides the needed in- 
formation. 

The weak spot in the book is that it 
makes no mention of Unitarianism, which 
is the connecting link between eighteenth 
and twentieth century unbelief. Neither 
Channing nor Parker appear by name. Yet 
they were in the main line of succession 
between the earlier and later defections 
from Christianity. There is reason also 
to believe that Unitarianism has been a 
major agency in spreading, often by sur- 
reptitious intrigue, the revival of deism in 
the Christian Church. 

A well-known volume of the last gen- 
eration deals with “The Continuity of 
Christian Thought.” Dr. Orr treats of 
the continuity of antichristian thought. 
The wheat and the tares are growing side 
by side, awaiting the harvest. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 

issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 30 to August 5 

Mon.—2 Kings 4:1-7. Elisha Helps the Needy. 

PraYER SuGGeEsTIONS: God allows his 
servants to experience deep trouble, but 
he always brings them out into a wealthy 
place. “No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: never- 
theless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). The 
woman Elisha helped was brought very 
low. “I have nothing,” she said, “save 
a pot of oil.” That oil played an impor- 
tant part in her spiritual discipline, as well 
as in her testimony to God's faithfulness. 
God loves to see his servants get clear 
of debt. He has pleasure in their tem- 
poral and spiritual prosperity. Pray for 
the Cceuncil of Evangelical Churches in 
Mexico, which seeks to prepare Christian 
leaders among young people. 


Tues.—Psalm 10@: 1-14. Oppressing the Needy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God is not an 
indifferent spectator, although sometimes 
he seems to hide himself. Complaints of 
faith, nevertheless, he will attend to in due 
time. Better work against the godless, 





proud, boastful oppressors of God’s people 
will be possible at the Supreme Court of 
Heaven than anywhere else. In cases of 
oppression appeal to God for his interposi- 
tion. “He .. . will hear their cry, and 
will save them” (Psa. 145:19). Pray for 
the Bible Institute of Costa Rica with its 
one hundred and five students. 


Wed.—Job 29:1-17. A Father to the Needy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Job’s lovely gen- 
erosity is stated in gripping phrases : “ik 
caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. 
. I was eyes to the blind, and feet . 
to the lame. I was a father to the poor.” 
Job possessed great means of charity and 
used them, and in his deep distress he did 
not suffer from an outraged conscience. 
Here is a lesson for all who possess ample 
means. What is given to the needy does 
good to the giver and the recipient, honors 
God, and silences Satan. Pray for Mo- 
ravian Missions in Dutch Guiana. Eco- 
nomic. pressure is forcing the advent of 
indigenous churches. 
Thurs.—Philippians 4: 15-23. 
A Promise to the Needy. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The apostle ac- 
knowledges the lovely Christian courtesy 
of the Philippian Church. His personal 
need had been supplied. The illness of 
the bearer of the gift delayed its arrival, 
but it came in a time of need and was 
received as a token of the Lord’s unfor- 
getting love. Such Christian thoughtful- 
ness is like a beautiful oft-blooming, fra- 
grant plant. Paul did not speak of his 
personal wants. He cultivated content- 
ment under all circumstances, but God saw 
to it that his needs were fully supplied. 
Those who serve the Lord’s servants with 
their gifts find that he supplies their need 
out of his riches in glory. Pray for the 
progress of the Gospel in Orinoco River 
Region, South America. A new motor 
road between the capitol of Venezuela 
and Colombia has been completed. 
Fri.—1 Corinthians 16 : 1-9. 
Contributions for the Needy. 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: There will be no 
abounding in the work of the Lord unless 
there is participation in “the collection for 
the saints.” God is practical. After con- 
templation of coming glory (chap. 15), he 
turns attention to present opportunity. 
After the disciples, on Mount Transfigura- 
tion, beheld Christ’s glory they descended 
to the valley for service. The practice of 
early Christians with regard to giving to 
the Lord should be. imitated by every be- 
liever, young. and. old. 








Pray for work . 
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recently commenced on the Galapagos 
Islands, off Ecuador, South America. 
Sat.—2 Corinthians 8 : 1-9. 
Sacrificing for the Needy. 
Prayer Succestions: A contribution of 
money for poor saints in Judea was made 
by the exceedingly poor churches of Mace- 
donia. They gave till it hurt; but they 
gave hilariously, Love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his people prompted the sacri- 
ficial gifts. Thus they gave occasion for 
the enunciation of vital Christian principles 
in regard to giving. Reference to the 
Lord Jesus, our blessed Redeemer, becom- 
ing poor for us undeserving souls ought 
to strike in our hearts a responsive chord. 
How great is his love! How poor ours! 
Pray for John Hay of the New Testament 
Missionary Union of South America. 


Sun.—Psalm 41:1-4. Helping the Needy. 
PrayYER SuGGESTIONS: The Lord does all 
that he does for us in loving kindness, in 
salvation, and rewards. We are saved by 
grace, but rewards are graciously given 
for faithfulness in service. Certain blessings 
go along with specific service. In this Psalm, 
there are no fewer than five distinct prom- 
ises to the man who “considers the poor.” 
Pray for Bolivia, South America, “one 
of the hardest fields” for evangelical work. 
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Please be sure to read the an- 
nouncement on the second page of 
this issue, “ Safeguarding the Minis- 
try of The Sunday School Times.” 
It tells about the new rates that take 
effect with the issue of August 4. 
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